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Wilson Wants Labor To 
Play The Role Of Lamb 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 
(Special Correspondence) 

Washington. — Wilson's true 
colors, beliefs and intentions 
relative to capital and labor 
were disclosed for the first time 
when, at the White House the 
other day, he addressed an im- 
pressive gathering of labor re- 
presentatives. 

Wilson is endeavoring to soft- 
en and obliterate class lines by 
the old civic federation tactics — 
making capital and labor lie 
down together like the lion and 
the lamb. That's all. 

Can it be done ? 

Small Business Statesman. 
Wilson thinks so 



question. The i»rces of reaction are 
fighting againstT government owner- 
ship and agairist any publicity on th«' 
government ownership side. The kep 
press has its busy censors out on the 
job already. " 

The politicians know that Goveufi- 
ment ownership of the railroads is a 
coming thing. So do the railroads, 
and so does Woodrow Wilson, Presi- 
dent of the United States >who stated 
to three, cabinet officers recently: 

"I have always been able to see 
Government ownership of the rail- 
roads, but now I see it sticking me in 
the face." 

The inevitable breakdown of the pri- 
vately owned monopoly has failed ut 
terly. Regulation has failed. Railroa 
labor is badly treated and restless. 
Capital will not invest in railroad sec- 
urities. Railroad service is not what 
it should be. Railroad rates, both pas 
senger and freight, are extortionatel 
high. 

Facing The Inevitable. 

Even the chairman of the joint con- 



Mo tViinVa +i,ot g'ressional committee has admitte 
f , + nUavC! ^ ,i ,"^L rna ^!that the committee must investigat 

the toilers of the world can co-operate H0W to teke over the ra ii r oads_ 
with their exploiters while their | w LT 0 l 0 Il I ut llV 

wealth and their strength are being ^e 00 ;^^^ Slndl He" 

taken away from them. He favors all 1 £f +L?\f„L?£tu£ f: iclff 

kinds of social reform measures, but ! too, Iknows that thp inevitable is about 

he does not favor the reformation of Eyery and enemy of privileg 



society on a new and just basis. He 
is an old-fashioned, small business 
man's Democratic statesman. 

This is the man who is to be Presi- 
dent of the United States for four 
years more. His position is not the 
Socialist or enlightened labor position 
tho many of his supporters are labor 
people. . He is not as radical as he 
sounds, tho he is enough "progres- 
sive" to scare timid Wall Street every 
now and then. The best that the labor 



should rally to the fight that is now 
going on in Washington over govern- 
ment ownership of the railroads. It 
is a really revolutionary fight. It is or- 
ganized capital against the unorgan- 
ized desires of the people. Every in- 
dividual who can should write to the 
chairman, Senator Newlands of 
Nevada, and ask for a hearing or for 
a copy of the proceedings. Every local 
paper should be asked to discuss the 



f" ernment ownership at this session of 

Congress To Mark Time. , Congress; there is a good chance for it 



The Congress which is to meet to 
obey the President's wishes a couple 
of weeks hence is still a thoro Demo- 
cratic Congress. It will do exactly 
what the President wants. It will en- 
act a $300,000,000 naval bill and plen- 
ty of money for the army. It will pass 
the anti-labor railroad legislation 
which the President has promised the 
railroad capitalists that they shall 
have. It will distinctly NOT tackle the 
high cost of living. It will NOT touch 
labor legislation, even the less vital. 
It will NOT do anything but mark 
time and draw its pay and run the 
same old routine. 

The election of November 191? 
elected another House of Representa 
tives, which House will be in good old 



at the next session. But the people 
are the ones to make these chances 
good. Let them do it! 



Quinlan To Be Freed! 

As this issue of The American Soc- 
ialist goes to press the good word 
comes that Patrick Quinlan is to be 
freed from' the New Jersey state 
penitentiary immediately. Readers of 
The American Socialist remember the 
story of how Quinlan was thrown intol 
the New Jersey state prison to die 
because of his loyalty to the working 
class. 

Quinlan is a Socialist writer and 
lecturer. When the Paterson silk 



, strike broke out in 1913 he was asked 

reactionary Republican hands. This to come there and help, and he did so. 
will hold down Wilson, even if he o»e day he was arrested. In a series 
wanted to kick up his heels a little,! 0 f trials he was sentenced to serve 
and give him, furthermore, an excuse an indeterminate term of from two to 



for not doing many things wiiich pro 
gressives who voted for him confident- 
ly and foolishly expected him to do. 



seven years in the Trenton prison for 
inciting to riot, and advocating the 
destruction of property during a 
speech in the strike headquarters. 

More than twenty witnesses swore 
that Quinlan did not speak at the 



FIGHT CONSCRIPTION. 

Washington. — What will be the at- . . 

titude of the Administration toward meeting in question, but this made no 
the repealer of the "draft" clause in difference. Police testimony counted 



most and he was found guilty. 



the Hay Army bill? The pacifist 

forces are announcing that they will . , ^t.™™ 

attempt, thru Representative George FOR BETTER SOCIAL ORDER. 
Huddleston of Alabama, to strike out Joh Q n s . p ^ ta ; a « Ie ™?ttil, S °1 8, ' 8 ?U;„«, 

w^M Pres= & ^^^^^l^^^^ 

"S^J^^^^LSSa tTv t«ct 0t ihat "to 

during the campaign that he would; evils of today tc th s fact that thru 

stand behind such t repealer. It is the P n 7iLf % ^" SS^jf £ 
evident that here is a bone of con- s ° cial for £* IS^li 5 
tention which may be the cause of ^"Jf' L n P ,W of noS 

r e wi V n 6 te? is h ov?r. SkimiShing ^ ^Tft^SB^ 

The clause in question is entitled 
"Reserve batallions for recruit train 
ing," and provides that "If for any 
reason there shall not be enough vol 
untary enlistments to keep the reserv 
batallions at the prescribed strength 
a sufficient number of the unorgan- 
ized militia shall be drafted into the 
service of the United States to main- 
tain each of such batallions at the 



tion according to which the rate and 
direction of social evolution are main- 
ly determined by the development of 
the economic factors of production, 
distribution and exchange; a social 
forcast that the next epoch in the 
evolution of society will be distin- 
guished by the social ownership and 
control of the principal agencies of 
production and exchange, and by the 
equalization of opportunity as a result 



proper strength." It is the contention ^f^^ o kli^ 
of the socialists, the pacifists, and Re-: Ui . ^"-'l? „ „ om k oro 

presentative Huddleston of Alabama 1 ff ma ^ u ?^^- rf which 
that this clause means conscription.! th \ TfI£SS^l??&. nower 9 of the 
"Unorganized militia," under the seeks to control all * he P^rj f the 
terms of the National Defense Act, in- 'State and to , bring about the col- 
oil WQ i a ATY^mVem r-itir*™ Kp.i lective ownership and control of the 

principal means of production and ex- 
change, in order that poverty, class 
antagonisms, vice and other ill results 



eludes all male American citizens be 
tween the ages of 18 and 45. Regard- 
ing the word draft, this passage from 
a firey speech delivered by the gentle- 
man from Alabama, states the minor* 
ity view of the situation. 

Congress Surrenders Power. 
"Of course, Congress has the 
power to authorise the President to 
"draft" men in time of war. But that 
is a power which Congress has al 



~ of the existing social system may be 
" abolished and that a new and better 
social order may be attained. 



TERRE HAUTE SHOWS HOW. 

The city of Terre Haute, Ind., has 
entered the retail coal business and 
. . , - _ r greatly reduced the cost to the con- 

ways kept in jealous possession. You ° umer- . Residents of the city, thru 
may search the pages of our history the mun i c i pa i market, were able to 
without finding a single instance , Indiana coal at $2.75 a ton. 
where Congress has yielded up this; Dea ] ers were asking $6 a ton for -the 
power to the military authorities inl same gra( j e . The city has leased a 



advance of any emergency. It is a 
power which democracies are reluc- 
tant to place in the hands of bureau- 
crats; but that is exactly where this 
bill lodges it. In time of peace, with- 
out a real enemy in sight, this Con 



mine and hired 200 teams to haul the 
coal to the city. 



CLEVELAND GETS THE IDEA. 
Purchase of coal lands by the city 
'•SruSngi/'fSeSred-tolof Cleveland, Ohio as a guard 
the military authorities the power ^^ffi^SSSl.^?- 



gress 



conscript men 

"Suppose there is a war on. Men 
may be enlisting freely both in the 
populous centers an-1 in the agricul- 
tural section. There is no attempt 
under this bill, to adjust the situa- 
tion. No; as soon as recruiting 
slackens temporarily in a given dis- 
trict the military authorities may 
step in, without further action of 



ing Commissioner W. E. Davis is 
back of the plan to purchase coal 
fields to supply the 700,000 tons used 
yearly by this city. 

Bryan, the uncommon Commoner, 
says there will be a prohibition plank 
in one or both of the old party plat- 
forms in 1920. What a happy thought! 

w~ '"' j i xi. t j -P4.> tut™. That would divert the attention of a 

Congress, and clap on the 'draft'. Men. A "* 1 w ""*" ■* w ■ i<,o Ues 

no protection against its steady ex- 
tension thruout the country in time 
of war." 



HERE'S ONE LIVE TOPIC. 
Washington. — Government owner- 
ship and operation or the railroad 
systems of the United States is the 
one live -topic before the special com 
mittee of Congress which has just be- 
gun ta hold hearings on the railroad 



ialist party has a monopoly. 

The real strength of our party is 
measured by its membership. This has 
grown more this year than the par- 
ty's vote. Join now, for your own 
good and for the good of the party. 

FOUND — THAT A LOT of Dime 
Banks are still out. They should be 
returned at uoce. 
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He Will Get What He Voted For! 



"Law Or No Law!" 



i HE RAILROAD workers are determined 
bo have the eight hour workday as follows : 
"LAW OR NO LAW!" 

That means that if the Adamson eight hour 
law, passed by congress and duly signed by 
the President, is wiped off the statute books 
by the supreme court, the railroad workers 
will resort to force, TO THE STRIKE ! 

* * * * 

PREPARING FOR STRIKE. 

DURING the past week the representa- 
tives of the railroad workers have proceeded in 
several directions to prepare for a strike. 

They have met in conference, in Washington, 
D. C., with the representatives of the railway 
shopmen, organized into the railway depart- 
ment of the American Federation of Labor, to 
wipe out the differences between the men in 
the shops and the men on the trains in the 
railroad industry. 

Let us hope that this will prevent a repeti- 
tion of what took place during the Illinois Cen- 
tral and Harriman railroad strikes, when the 
men in the shops went on strike while the 
men on the trains remained at work. This 
amalgamation of interests marks an epoch 
making advance in the organization of the 
workers in the transportation industry. 

Then the representatives of the railroad 
brotherhoods journeyed down to Baltimore and 
addressed the convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. It was promised that the 
aloofness of these so-called railroad "aristo- 
crats" of the labor movement was a thing of 
the past, and in return the support of the men 
and women organized into the A. F. of L. was 
pledged the railroad workers in the great 
struggle now confronting them. 

* * * * 

THE CONCERN OF ALL. 

IT HAS therefore come to pass that the 
American labor movement is united as never 
before on one great issue, "THE EIGHT HOUR 
DAY". 

The coal miners will not be at all backward 
in supporting the railroad workers, and with 
these two great groups of toilers arrayed 
shoulder to shoulder, the proposed strike can 
have but one outcome, THE GRANDEST 
VICTORY LABOR IN THIS NATION HAS 
EVER ACHIEVED! 

* * * * 

PROGRESS SO FAR. 

LEGISLATION for the eight-hour day was 
forced thru congress on the eve of election. 
There were two contributing causes: the 
strength of the organized railroad workers and 
the anxiety of President Wilson to secure as 
many votes as possible in order to bring about 
his re-election. 

Representatives of the railroad brother- 
hoods, immediately after the Adamson law 
passed, offered to meet with the railroad heads 
to decide on the application of the law which 
is to go into effect Jan. 1, 1917. The haughty 
railroad barons refused to meet and discuss. 

Instead, immediately after election, the rail- 
road owners went into the federal courts and 
began attacking the constitutionality of the 
Adamson eight hour law. They invited the 
railroad workers to fight them in the courts. 

As one official of the Brotherhoods put it, 
'We have decided not to spend one cent of our 
funds in court litigation, deciding rather to 
preserve, the funds intact in case they shall 
be needed to pay strike benefits." 

The capitalist government of the nation is 
therefore left alone to defend, in the capitalist 
courts, the law enacted by the representatives 
of the capitalist parties in the last session of 
ingress. * * * * 

3,000 SUITS FILED. 

IT IS estimated that 3,000 suits have been 
filed or will be filed, very soon, attacking the 
constitutionally of the eight hour law. 

Judge William C. Hook, former counsel for 
the Santa Fe railroad, now judge in the 
United States district court at Kansas City, 
Mo has helped "rush" matters to the United 
States supreme court by declaring the Adamson 
taw "unconstitutional". This was done on one 
day's notice. The court, having in view the 
mere rushing of the case to the U. S. supreme 
court, could just as easily have declared the 
law "constitutional". But the capitalist court 
proved true to its capitalist masters and de- 
clared the law unconstitutional; the capitalist 
press fcailed the decision as a great victory for 



the plutocracy and didn't charge one red cent 
for this free advertising to mould the public 
mind against the eight hour law. 

* * * * 

LAW IS CONSTITUTIONAL. 

IT IS declared by expert constitutional 
lawyers that there isn't a flaw in the Adamson 
eight hour law. 

WELL AND GOOD! That clears the issue! 

That makes it clear that this struggle is 
going to be one to see who controls the govern- 
ment of the United States, the capitalist class 
or the working class. There is no doubt in our 
mind NOW! The courts, the state legislatures, 
the national congress, in the last analysis, have 
always proved themselves true to the master 
class. 

The United States supreme court has shown 
no swing toward human rights as opposed to 
property rights. When the trial comes we feel 
that it will prove true to the class that has 
put it in power. 

When it is finally called upon to decide, the 
United States supreme court will declare that 
congress has no right to pass laws in the inter- 
ests of the working class, and every worker 
who voted the democratic ticket in the last 
election because, "He gave us the eight hour 
law !" will immediately be forced to class him- 
self among the nation's Henry Dubbs and en- 
roll in the school of hard knocks to acquire a 
little real political intelligence. 

}{( jjc ?J{ ))S 

NO HOPE FOR WILSON. 

THERE IS no hope for the President. He 
has fallen down completely, now that the 
election is over. 

He is trying to play the game that Mark 
Hanna sought to put over when he organized 
the National Civic Federation. What Mr. 
Hanna, the greatest politician the capitalist 
class ever produced, was not able to do, the 
politician in the White House cannot now ac- 
complish. 

Mark Hanna tried to make a lion out of cap- 
ital, a lamb out of labor, and then force them 
to lie down together, the lamb inside or out- 
side of the lion, it didn't make much difference. 

Many of the highest officials of labor imme- 
diately became victims of Mark Hanna's great 
scheme and soon turned up as shinnig t lights 
of the National Civic Federation along with the 
eapitalist lions of industry. The capitalist 
lions and the labor lambs ate high priced foods 
and drank high priced wines together annually 
in some swell hotel in New York City. And 
thus all went well for a short time. 

* * * * 

LAMB BECOMES LION. 

NOW IT seems that the meek lamb has 
suddenly evolved into a roaring lion seeking 
an eight hour day, "LAW OR NO LAW!" 

Labor is getting more conscious of its power 
and has decided that it has played the role of 
lamb long enough. 

The words of the President, therefore, 
sounded like the death battle of a conquered 
master class, when he spoke as follows : 

"Nothing alarms America so much as rifts, 
divisions — the drifting apart of elements 
among her people — and the thing we ought all 
to strive for is to close up every rift". 

That is the false philosophy that has always 
been advanced by the overbearing master class, 
the philosophy that 'Mark Hanna sought to 
perpetuate in the National Civic Federation. 

* * # # 

IT blDN'T HELP. 

ALL THE speeches made at National Civic 
Federation banquets, however, didn't lessen one 
bit the great struggle between the exploiters 
and the exploited. The condition of the slaves 
of industry did not improve. 

There is only one solution — the wiping out 
of the exploiters thru the social ownership of 
all the great industries. This is the only 
solution that will close up the rift that exists 

in present day society. 

* * + * 

THIS RIFl TOO BIG. 

INSTEAD Of advocating the socialization of 
industry, the President has come forward as 
the champion of compulsory arbitration. 

The working class stands for the socializa- 
tion of industry and is opposed to compulsory 
arbitration^ claiming it will only fasten the 
chains of wage slavery more securely upon 
them. There ia a rift tjiat cannot be eliminated 



by all the speeches the President 
*may make both beforehand after 
election. 

* * * * 

BIG STRUGGLE LOOMS. 

IN SPITE of the protests," 
therefore, of the businessmen 
who read it, The Chicago Herald 
was very close to the truth the 
other day when it declared in a 
startling headline : "LABOR- 
CAPITAL WAR LOOMS". 

We ask, '-What will our cap- 
italist government do when it 
has declared the Adamson eight 
hour law unconstitutional and 
tried to put into force its com- 
pulsory arbitration measures?" 

The men say they will strike. 
Will our capitalist government 
dare conscript them back into 
service on the railroads, carry- 
ing out what the President now 
seems to be trying to write into 
the law of the land, and what 
the militarist governments of 
Europe have already succeeded 
in doing? The railroad workers 
say, "If that is what the cap- 
italist government of this nation 
is trying to do it is about time 
we found it out". 

* * * * 
ANSWER WILL COME SOON. 

THE ANSWER to all the 
doubts and fears of today will 
come soon. The Adamson law 
goes into effect Jan. 1, and there 
is a heavy penalty for violating 
it after that date. The United 
States supreme court will render 
its decision before that time. 
Congress will be in session to 
pass more laws at the Presi- 
dent's bidding. 

We are on *the eve of great 
events in the history of this na- 
tion and in the upward struggle 
of the working class. 

We repeat our plea of a week 
ago: "WANTED: Stout Hearts 
To Face This New National 
Crisis!" We believe that the 
working class in this new crisis 
is stout of heart. It demands 
the eight-hour day: 

"LAW OR NO LAW!" 



WHERE THE FOOD GOES. 

Federal authorities in Chicago, in 
spite of their blindness, are coming to 
realize that there is a conspiracy 
among produce men and wholesale 
dealers to juggle the cost of food. 

Information that dealers had bought 
and paid for farm produce and then 
allowed it to rot in the fields was 
obtained thru investigators from 
farmers. 

One farmer— B. L. Brundage, living 
near Gary, Ind. — is said to have .re- 
ported that after an alleged produce 
man had bought his entire crop of 
pumpkins, and paid for it, the crop 
was allowed to rot. Brundage, it was 
asserted by District Attorney Clyne's 
informant, made inquiries when no ef ->• 
fort was made to collect the crop, and 
discovered that the buyer had given 
a fictitious, name and address. 

The names of dozens of other farm- 
ers in Indiana and Illinois, who, it is 
asserted, have seen their crops rot in 
the fields after they had been bought 
arid paid for by the produce dealers, 
are said to be in the hands of the 
federal authorities. 

Another report/ that reached Mr. 
Clyne was that iwenty-eight carloads 
of potatoes had been dumped into the 
river at Peoria. 

Government officials also were told 
that large quantities of beans are 
being held in Norfolk, W. Va., Phila- 
delphia and Saginaw, Mich., both in 
bulk and in cans. The storing of this 
commodity, it is said, has increased 
the cost of dry beans 40 per cent and 
canned beans 60 per cent in the last 
half year. 

And still nothing is done! Do the 
food pirates control the government? 



HILLQUIT TO CONGRESS. 

Morris Hillquit, Socialist candidate 
for Congress in the 20th New York 
district, defeated in the recent elec- 
tion by gross fraud and trickery, de- 
clares he expects to gain about 1,000 
votes when the recount is made. He 
said the crooked work of the election 
boards was so crude, and added that 
easily be proved, and added that 
some of the board members would 
probably go to jail for corrupt prac- 
tices. If this estimate is correct, 
Hillquit will go to Congress next ses- 
sion, which is about one year from 
now, in place of Isaac Siegel, the 
"successful" Republican, who defeated 
him by a narrow margin. 



The Socialists and near- Socialists 
who betrayed their party and voted 
for Wilson have the satisfaction that 
they elected him. Without these des- 
erters "Hughes would undoubtedly 
have carried enough of the close 
"states to win. We are glad these 
people accomplished their desire, for 
they now have four years to learn 
that you can conquer the enemy only 
by fighting hinyind not with him. 

President Wilson, in settling the 
railroad strike, qualified as an ex- 
pediency expert. The question bobs up 
again within a week after the election. 
We hate to see the matter considered 
in Congress again now when the 
trainmen have no pre-election lever- 
age. 



Socialist Parfy To War 
On High Cost 0! Living 

A nation-wide war against the 
high cost of living, especially the 
rapidly increasing food prices, 
is to be inanugurated soon by 
the national Socialist Party. The 
matter is now under considera- 
tion by the members of the 
party national executive com- 
mittee. Definite/ steps will be 
decided on at a special meeting 
called for early in December. 

At the same time Meyer Lon- 
don, Socialist congressman, has 
under consideration the intro- 
duction of a sweeping bill cov- 
ering every phase of the food 
question. Congress meets the 
first Monday in December. 
Most Vital Question. 

"The food problem is the most 
important and^ vital question 
now before the American peo- 
ple", declares Congressman Lon- 
don. "I have studied it for 
months. I can see no other 
remedy than tne one proposed 
by the Socialist Party platform. 

It is expected that the Wilson ad- 
ministration will attempt to sidetrack 
any consideration of the food 
problem at the short session of con- 
gress that convenes next week. In 
this effort President Wilson will have 
the support of the powerful lobby 
now being sent to the national capital 
by the food pirates of the nation. 

It is the hope of the Socialist Party 
to rally all the forces in the nation 
opposed to the food exploiters in a 
real struggle for "humanity first". 
Expose System's Viciousness. 

"The big lesson to be driven home 
is the viciousness of the whole system 
of speculation and profit-making in 
the means of life", says John Spargo, 
member of the national executive 
committee, in discussing the direction 
to be taken by the Socialist anti-high 
cost of living campaign. 

"In the critical days before the en- 
actment of the Adamson Law, when 
the whole nation was tense with fear 
of a railroad strike, a significant dis- 
patch from Minneapolis was carried 
by the Associated Press, to the effect 
that conditions in the flour trade 
lotiked ominous because the store- 
houses were already overflowing and 
it was impossible to store more wheat 
or flour. At that time, under condi- 
tions of such surfeit, prices were 
rising and had been for some time". 

Spargo is not enthusiastic over the 
mere asking of an embargo on food- 
stuffs. He suggests the following*. 

"The true Socialist policy, it seems 
to me, is £o put forth a comprehen- 
sive demand for the creation by con- 
gress, IMMEDIATELY, of a federal 
commission, with plenary powers, to 
organize the resources of the nation, 
to regulate distribution, prices and 
EXPORTATION. I would thus prov- 
ide for the limitation, or suppression, 
even of exportation of foodstuffs 
wherever necessary. Such a federal 
commission would take control of all 
the food and other necessaries of life 
in the nation. It would open up the 
great reserves in cold storage, organ- 
ize the distribution so that all parts 
of the country would be equally 
served, fix maximum prices, abolish 
speculation and PERMTT ONLY THE 
EXPORTATION OF WHAT COULD 
BE READILY AND SAFELY 
SPARED. 

Apply Collectivist Principles. 

"I would have this nation apply to 
our abnormal conditions the broad 
collectivist principles which the bel- 
ligerent nations are relying upon. 

"The Federal Commission should 
take charge of the railroads and coal 
mines, controlling them as it would 
speedily do in case of military neces- 
sity. As an emergency measure, it 
could and should see that the alleged 
shortage of cars at once ceases to 
inflate prices. For one thing, it would 
not tolerate the congestion of rail- 
roads by munitions of war, and other 
freight of no vital service to the life 
of the people, so that coal and food, 
necessary for the actual maintenance 
of life, cannot be efficiently moved. 
It would enforce the rule of the prior- 
ity of our own needs. 

"Today's papers contain a report 
from Terre Haute, Ind., of the leas- 
ing of a coal mine by the city, with 
the result that coal, which was being 
sold at $6 a ton is now sold at $2.75 
a ton in the municipal yards. Here is 
something more fundamental, more 
effective and more definitely part of 
our program than a mere embargo. 
Not all cities are so situated as to be 
able to do what Terre Haute does. But 
thru a federal commission such as I 
have described similar results could 
be obtained for the United States. 
Demand Representation For Labor. 

"I need hardly add that we should 
take care to make plain that we want 
a democratic Federal Commission. We 
should demand that the labor unions 
be given the right to select members 
representing the principal industries 
affected". 

When the time comes the entire 
membership will be called upon to 
support and advance, to the best of 
its ability, the program decided on^ 



We agree with the fellow who said, 
when asked if the democratic form of 
government was a failure, "I do not 
know. It has never been tried yet." 

Have you ever met the spineless 
man who says: "Yes, Socialism is all 
right only we are not ready for _ it 
yet." If everyone vipre just like him 
we would be ready for Socialism just 
as soon as it was granted to us by a 
capitalist Congress. 
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A Brave Letter 

A letter from Karl Liebknecht, the 
German Socialist leader who was sen- 
tenced to four years in prison for his 
speech in a public square in Berlin on 
May Day, 1916, has passed the Ger- 
man censor without detection and 
reached America within the last week. 

It is his answer to the charge of 
treason placed against, him by the 
Prussian court-martial, and in which 
he states his position against war and 
against the government with the sub- 
lime courage of an inspired leader of 
the working class. 

He accuses the imperial German 
Government of treachery to the mas- 
ses of Germany, of inhuman cruelty 
to its enemies and its own people, and 
charges himself with the work of ex- 
pressing the cries of torture and an- 
guish of the masses of Germany and 
of other warring nations. 

He Predicts Upheaval. 

He expresses faith in the interna- 
tional Socialist movement and in the 
people of his own country. He pre- 
dicts an upheaval and a future for 
the international brotherhood of man. 

His indictments against his country 
condensed, but in substance, are as 
follows : 

The German Government is an 
instrument for the oppression and 
exploitation of the masses.' It 
serves only the interests of the 
junkers, the capitalists and im- 
perialists. 

It is the ruthless exponent of 
world power, the strongest factor 
in the race for military power, 
and for this reason one of the 
chief instigators of this war. 

It tricked the masses, and even 
the Reichstag, aft the outset of 
the war, and seeks now to sustain 
the error among the people (con- 
cealing the ultimatum to Belgium, 
censoring the Czar's telegram of 
July, 1014, published in the Ger- 
man white book). 

Conducts Monstrous War. 

The government conducts :i war 
monstrous even by the standards 
of other wars, as r-hown in the 
invasion of Belgium and Luxem- 
bourg, ruthless Zeppelin warfare, 
submarine war, torpedoing of the 
Lusitania, flogging and fining sys- 
tems now in practice in Belgium, 
using of prisoners as spies and 
traitors, notably among the Ukra- 
nians, Georgians, Polish, Irish 
and Mohammedan prisoners and 
in particular in the negotiations 
between Sir Ito;,er Casement and 
Vice-Secretary Zimmermann to 
equip an "Irish Brigade" of Eng- 
lish prisoners; compulsion of in- 
terned civilians to become traitors 
under the slogan, "Need recog- 
nizes no law." 

The German Government has 
incre-vscd the misery of the Polish 
masses in occupied territories, it 
hinders every political and social 
reform, while keeping the politi- 
cal parties powerless under the 
pled ere of necessity. 

It denies agricultural improve- 
ments, and has caused terrible 
distress among the farming 1 
masses. 

Feeds Public On Lies. 

The German Government, even 
at this time, has not relinquished 
the idea of conquest, and makes 
this the chief obstacle to peace 



negotiations; it stifles criticism | 
and feeds the public on lies. | 
Then Liebknecht declares that the! 
slogan, "Down with the government," i 
used in his address on May Day, sum- 
marized these complaints to arouse 
workmen to their class interest 
against those conducting the war. 
Continuing, he writes, in substance: 
The present war cannot claim 
to be a war of defense or for the 
liberation of a nation, or for the 
benefit of the masses. 

To the proletariat it measures 
only the extreme concentration of 
political oppression and industrial 
exploitation and the slaughter of 
the working class for the capital- 
ists and imperialists. 

But One Answer. 

There can be but one answer 
by the working class — increased 
activity against the capitalist 
government to end exploitation 
and to end the war. The Socialist 
whose country is the world can 
have no other duty. 

The slogan, "Down with war," 
expresses the opposition to the 
present war, its causes and meth- 
ods and its consequences, and is 
the only stand a Socialist can 
take. 

As a Socialist, I am fundamen- 
tally opposed to the war, the pre- 
vailing militarism, and have con- 
ducted my fight against them as 
my special duty, because it is a 
vital problem of the working class 
of all countries. (See his leaflet, 
"Militarism and Anti-Militarism," 
1907, Congress at Stuttgart in 
1907, and at Copenhagen in 
1910.) 



THE 



WAY TO, SOCIALISM. 

Tunc, "Tipperary." 

Up to biff Chicago came a workingman one 
day; 

He wondered how to get a job to keep the 
wolf away. 

He heard a fellow on the corner talking to 
a crowd. 

Then this worker got excited and he shouted 
Igrht out loud: 
It's a long way to Socialism 
It's a long way to go. 
It's a long way to Socialism 
And the bestest scheme you know. 
Good-bye, Competition, 
Good bye, things unfair. 
It's a long way to Socialism, 
But my heart's right there. 
The speaker kept on telling how the present 

system works. 
Of how it robs the workingmen and then 

rewards the shirks, 
Of interest, rent and profit and of all the 
evil plan. 

Then this worker jumped upon the box and 
shouted like a man: 
It's a long way in Capitalism. 
It's the wrong way to go. 
It's the wrong way in Capitalism, 
It's the poorest way, you know. 
Good-bye, Adulteration. 
Child labor as well. 
It's the wrong, wrong way to Capitalism. 
Much worse than hell. 
This worker took to study, reading every- 
thing he found. 
He saw that every Socialistic argument was 
sound. 

And thus it was that he became more zeal- 
ous every day 
And when ho saw a workingman, he'd speak 
right up and say: 

It's a short way to Socialism, 

It's a short way to go. 

It's a short way to Socialism, 

But the only way, you Know. 

If the workers get together 

And use their ballots right, 

It's a short way to Socialism 

And Justice and Right. 

— Ellis O. Jones. 



DISCOVERED— 2,000 Dime banks 
are out and cannot be accounted for 
until they are returned. 
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I TEE WORLD OF LABOR. 



By Max 8, Hayea. 



THE LAW OF THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 

Mercilessly condemns all untrained men to failure. 
BE TRAINED! 



BE A TRAINED^ 



THINKER 
SPEAKER 
WRITER 
ORGANIZER 
SECRETARY 
L BUILDER 

THE RAND SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

New York City 

Will help you develop the best that is in you and will train 

you properly. 

Five Scholarships 

Will be awarded FREE OF CHARGE to the five successful can- 
didates in the great 

American Socialist 

Scholarship Contest. 

How To Earn A Scholarship 

In all The American Socialist will award FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS. 
They are to be earned as follows: 
By securing subscriptions for The American Socialist. 
Each winning candidate for a scholarship must attain a minimum of 
2,000 points. 

Each 25c subscription will count as one point. 
Each 50c subscription will count as two points. 

A club of four 40 weeks subscribers at 25c will count' as four points. 

In other words, in sending in subscriptions or in buying sub .cards the 
candidate for a scholarship, will be credited with one point for every 25c 
sent in. 

The standing of the candidates will be published weekly in The Amer- 
ican Socialist. 



HIL. SNOWDEN, a Labor party 
member of Parliament, points 
out that Great Britain's annual 
surplus production* of $1,000,000,000 
is now practically wiped out by the 
interest charges that will have to ( be 
met on the staggering war debt and 
the pensions that must be paid. 
Snowden says there is only one way in 
which the government can escape 
bankruptcy, and that is to retain con- 
trol of all the transportation facilities 
and manufacturing establishments 
now operated and to take over the 
land held out of use and the mines 
and other profitable businesses held 
in private hands, as well as increase 
the income tax. Some of the leading 
Conservative and Liberal politicians 
are agreeing with Snowden. They can- 
not very well do otherwise. The facts 

are before them and can't be dodged. 

• * * • 

ONE RESULT of the conscription 
struggle in Australia is the develop- 
ment of a bitter anti-religious war in- 
to which all denominations are being 
drawn. During the campaign nearly 
all the prominent clericals took the 
side of conscription, and they are 
being denounced by name by the labor 
people, who want to know whether 
Christ and the Apostles would have 
gone war-crazy, if they were on earth. 
The laborites declare they are Christ- 
ians, but will have nothing further 
to do with the Mammonized churcji- 
ianity that has betrayed Christ's 
teachings. 

• * • • 

NOW Minnesota workingmen are 
threatened with a bill to establish a 
State Constabulary after the manner 
of the Pennsylvania Cossacks. The 
thing that is irritating the union peo- 
ple as much as the bill itself is that 
Senator Westlake, a professed "friend 
of labor," who managed a campaign 
for the wets during a prohibition at- 
tack, is fathering the measure. West- 
lake claims that he introduced it at 
the behest of the business men's or- 
ganizations of the State, and that the 
bill will work no harm to labor if it 
does become a law. 

m * * • 

THE LABOR unions of Seattle are 
also becoming imbued with the gen- 
eral strike fever. At least they have 
been talking about it and now they 
are taking a referndum vote, called 
for by the Central Labor Council, on 
the question of ordering a general 
walkout in sympathy with the long- 
shoremen, who the big capitalistic 
guns are attempting to batter to 
pieces. The word has gone forth that 
if the dockers are defeated by the 
open shoppers other unions are to 

be attacked one at a time. 

• * * * 

NATIONAL and State social insur- 
ance is a principle that is being quite 
generally endorsed wherever discussed 
by labor organizations, some of which 
are the International Typographical 
Union, Glove Workers' International 
Union, International Union of Steam 
and Operating Engineers, United He- 
brew Trades of New York, Massa- 
chusetts State Federation of Labor, 
New Jersey State Federation of 
Labor, Wisconsin State Federation of 
Labor and numerous city central bod- 



STATE and city central bodies in 
many States are taking steps to in- 
augurate Labor Forward movements 
the coming winter months. The un- 
usual industrial activity that has pre- 
vailed during the year and bids fair 
to continue for some time is encour- 
aging the unionists to take advantage 
of conditions to strengthen their 
forces and prepare to meet the at- 
tacks that are sure to come when 

business slackens. 

* * * • 

IN THE near future an inter- 
national conference will be held be- 
tween the Socialist parties of France, 
England, Italy and other Allied coun- 
tries to consider matters relating to 
the war and the position that should 
be assured toward restoring peace and 
after the conflict is over. The French 
party called for the conference. 

* * * * 

THERE ARE over 30,000 union men 
in the European trenches from Aus- 
tralia. All told 150,000 have* volun- 
teered. It is not stated how many cap- 
italists have enlisted. 
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THE WAR'S COST IN MONEY. 

If the European war lasts a full 
three years, until next August, as 
seems to some experts Hot unlikely, 
it will have cost three times as much 
as the Napoleonic War, the American 
Civil War, the Franco-Prussian War. 
the Boer War, and the Russo-Japanese 
War combined. At least such is the 
estimate of the Mechanics and Metals 
National Bank, of New York, in its 
recent booklet on "War-Loans and 
War-Finance"; by careful calculation 
it figures that §75,000,000,000 will be 
spent for direct military purposes 
during the three full years. This, by 
the way, may be compared with the 
recent estimate of Count von Roedern, 
Secretary of the Imperial German 
Treasury putting the total cost of 
the war to date, for all the belliger- 
ents at $59,500,000,000. The New 
York banking authority gets his 
three-year cost by adding to the cost 
of $17,500,000,000 for the first year 
and $28,000,000,000 for the second, an 
estimated $30,000,000,000 for the 
third. The total, we are reminded, 

"will represent a sum twice as large 
as the total indebtedness of every 
nation in the world, as that debt 
stood in 1914. It will represent an 
amount seven times greater than the 
combined deposits of all the 7,600 na- 
tional banks in the United States, and 
also seven times greater than the 
whole world's supply of minted gold. 
It will represent an amount sufficient 
to have built and equipped railroads 
equal to five times the number now 
operating in the United States. It 
will, represent an amount that would 
have paid for 200 such projects as the 
Panama Canal; that would have ex- 
tended railway- and steamship-lines 
into every corner of the earth; that 
would have provided schools and 
teachers for every child living to-day; 
that would have eliminated savagery; 
that. would have endowed science to 
the devotion of its efforts to improve 
the living conditions of all mankind 

"And yet the military cost is not 
all. There is to be considered the out- 
right destrucion, speaking in terms 
of tangible wealth, of cities, railways, 
ships, factories, warehouses, bridges, 
roads, and agricultural values — 
destruction that for given months 
would require figures of further 
thousands of millions, were such 
destruction readily calculable. There 
is the loss of that percentage of 
Europe's manhood maimed and 
destroyed. There is the loss of pro- 
duction in occupied territories, the 
dcrease in stocks of food, metal, and 
other materials, the derangement of 
the machinery of distribution. 

"There is the outright loss of 
property which twenty-five million 
soldiers and many other millions of; 
people would have created had they 
not been enlisted to fight or otherwise 
to contribute their skill and energy 
to the pursuit of war. There is the 
loss represented by the devoting of 
pople's savings to the buying of guns, 
shells, and the vast paraphernalia of 
war's equipment; savings that other- 
wise would have f )unjd a way to the 
construction of permanent things. 
There is the very real economic loss 
on account of the aggregation of suf- 
fring and misery of whole bodies of 
people, like those of Belgium, Poland, 
and Servia, made at times to wander 
homeless thru devastated lands. 
There is the eventual dost of pen- 
sions." 

The direct military cost of the war 
is distributed as follows in "War- 
Loans and War-Finance": 
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NOTE. — All books reviewed in this 
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ature Department, Socialist Party, 803 W. 
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THE COLOR OF LIFE. By Emanuel 
Julius, 96 pages. Pub. by the Author, P. O. 
Box 125, Girard, Kansas. Price 50c. 

The Color of Life is a collection of 
pen sketches so truly realistic that a 
better title for the book would have 
been difficult to find. It is a scenario 
of the Revolution in the making, con- 
sisting of fifty rapid fire reels. As 
fast as a moving picture these 
sketches and storylets fly before the 
reader's mind's eye, yet leaving a 
lasting impression of every scene, of 
every incident portrayed by this in- 
imitable life photographer — Emanuel 
Julius. 

The Color of Life is a volume that 
should be in the forefront of Socialist 
literature. It is good reading for its 
own sake, and yet there is that in- 
evitable lesson in every story that all 
Socialist writers cannot help from 
putting across their readers. The dif- 
ference between Julius and others is 
that he is drawing object lessons for 
you all the time without you realizing 
that it is he that is doing it, and at 
times, I believe, Julius himself does 
not realize that he is arguing, teach- 
ing, persuading and convincing altho 
his prime purpose might have been 
only to entertain. 

The Color of Life is a most neatly 
gotten up volume. It is bound artisti- 
cally and would not only make a use- 
ful, instructive and entertaining gift 
but also an attractive one. 



AIM OF SOCIALISM. 

Thomas Kirkup in "History of Socialism 

The central aim of Socialism is to 
terminate the divorce of the workers 
from the natural sources of sub „ „„ 

sistence and of culture. The Socialist*) i527_Eraesr Kra^r," Atranta . .12 



Conducted by 
MAX SHE ROVER. 

RETURN THE BANKS! Now that 
this year's campaign is over, we are 
anxious to close all transactions as 
speedily as possible, fcnd start on new 
plans, new work, anc new results for 
the future. Therefore please return 
your DIME BANK, wl ether full, half 
full or empty. I want, to be able to 
report to all of our friends of the 
Million Dime Army th€ result, but 
this cannot be done till ai\ff the out 
standing banks are returned. I hope 
that the response to this appeal will 
be prompt enough to enable me to 
make a full final report by December 
15th. 

Here are the names of hustlers who 
sent in their 1 banks prior to November 
7th. Lack of space makes it impos- 
sible to publish all of them in this 
issue. However, every bank received 
will be acknowledged in future issues 
of The American Socialist. 
Bank Name and Address No. of 

No. Dimes 

580 — Unknown 9 

4521— Unknown 16 

2307— Unknown 12 

8163— Unknown 10 

4264— Unknown 27 

564— Unknown 24 

ALABAMA. 

4755— W. T. Southel, Cloverdale 

4355 — J. M. Calaway. Jasper 

ARIZONA. 

2981— W. S Bradford, Phoenix 

2313 — Peter T. Robertson, Yuma . . . 
544 — Guadelupe Acoata, Metcalf . . 

ARKANSAS. 

3567 — Halowell, Rogers 5 

S513— W. I. Burford, Eaglette 14 

2556 — John L. Turnbull, Burlington 5 

CALIFORNIA. 

4193 — S. P. Lainz, Sacramento 7 

1484— C. W. lredale. Mill Valley 8 

1584— Pete Hufford, Whitemore 10 

3511 — A. Nelson, Fort Brace 17 

1496— E. L. Osgood, Los Angeles 26 

1528— D. F. Brown, Briggs 15 

2091— John P. Johanson, San Francisco ... 28 

1336—0. T. Starret, Coachella 7 

483— August Mueller, Napa 28 

636— Harry McKee, Fresno 20 

1409— A. J. Hixson, Lordsburg IS 

1458— A. H. Cleland. Patauiuma 10 

502— Ben Hult, Kingsburg 7 

2521— F. Srmsirgs, San Francisco 19 

1483— Lester Small, Sonoma..; 36 

1334— M. W. robbins, San Diego 10 

1423— C. W. Kingsley, Los Angeles 15 

, COLORADO. 

574— Inga Skjegstadt, Denver 9 

515— Geo. Silbert. Denver 6 

1333— C. L. Harris, Ft. Morgan 13 

1398— John R. Brown, Wellington..., 31 

599— Chas. Pogorolec, Pueblo 26 

3556— S. S. Osasto. Telluride 45 

1315— F. A. Peterson, Holyoke 13 

i CONNECTICUT. 

388— Al. Kapotsky, West Haven 36 

505 — Ida Hoffman, New Haven 28 

14— J. Mockaitis, Ansonia 22 

2586— W. D. Holt, New Haven 25 

FLORIDA. 

3108— Frank W. Cotton, Green Cave Spgs.. 6 

3192— E. Madison, Palatka 4 

3141— Mrs. E. J. Kalllnger, Lake Worth... 19 
GEORGIA. 

4847— M. Weintraub, Atlanta 33 

3144— Max Wilk, Augusta 8 
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theory is based on the historical as 
sertion that the course of social evolu 
tion for centuries has gradually been 
to exclude the producing classes from 
the possesion of land and capital, and 
to establish a new subjection, the 
subjection of workers who have noth- 
ing to depend on but precarious wage- 
labor. Socialists maintain that the pre- 
sent system (in which land and cap- 
ital are the property of private indi- 
viduals freely struggling for increase 
of wealth) leads inevitably to social 
and economic anarchy, to the degrada- 
tion of the working man and his 
family, to the growth of vice and 
idlenes among the wealthy classes and 
their dependents, to bad and inartistic 
workmanship, to insecurity, waste 
and starvation; and that it is tending 
more and more to separate society 
into two classes, wealthy millionaires 
confronted with an enormous mass of 
proletarians, the issue of which must 
either be Socialism or social ruin. To 
avoid all the evils and to secure a 
more equitable distribution of_ the 
means and appliances of happiness, 

Socialists propose that land and cap- 

italr which are the requisites of labor j 3644— L. Leismer 
and the sources of all wealth and 
culture, should be placed under social 
ownership and control. 

AT YOUR LOCAL Meeting be sure 
to announce that the Dime Column 
conductor wants all outstanding banks 
returned. A final report is impossible 
until these banks are accounted for. 



The New York American is another 
daily that is able to distinguish great 
changes in Europe after the war. 
"Maybe the economic changes at- 
tendant upon the European war will 
have more far-reaching effects than 
the political and military movements," 
concludes the American. "All at once 
Europe has been socialized. The doc- 
trine of Marx has been extended over 
eaqh of the fighting countries. The 
tools of production have been taken 
over by the collective nation. Every 
man and woman is a worker for the 
state, and capital has practically been 
as completely commandeered as have, 
tools and labor. It is not at all im- 
probable that, after having seen these 
methods successfully applied to the 
industry of war, the peoples of Europe 
may take it into their hetfds to apply 
them to the industries of peace. It is 
idle to prophesy. But it is very likely 
that from this world-shaking conflict 
of the dynastic and ruling classes 
Europe may suddenly emerge without 
dynastic said ruling classes, with only 
socialized masses. These are days -to. 



Daily Cost 

Great Britain $25,000,000 

France 18,000,000 

Russia | 16,000,000 

Italy ' 7,000,000 

Roumania 2,000,000 

Belgium and Servia 2,000,000 



For 
Three Years 
$16,500,000,000 
14,000,000,000 
11,750,000,000 
3,900,000,000 
450,000,000 
1,600,000,000 
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Capita 
$351.00 
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108.00 
59.30 



3110 — J. T. Shackleford. Temple • 4 

IDAHO. 

2231— Frank Drost, Laclede 6 

2299— L. P. Teats, Reubens ; 40 

2271 — C. L. Colcord, Kuna 12 

2292— Geo. Sutherland, Coaur d'Alene 31 

2218— J. A. Walden, Bonners F*rry 18 

2159— L. A. Wright, Clengary 19 

2204— Mrs. Jessie Johnson, Clybourne 9 

2259— L. H. Jones, Weippe 7 

2201— W. H. Herman, Rupert • 21 

809— J. C. Qninn, Basalt 9 

ILLINOIS. 
(Chicago) 

4367— Carl Jensen 12 

3900— Oscar Saari « 

732— Phillip M. Itte ™ 

1545— Jacob Pekfn 1* 

8801— Chas. Shoub J. 

3855— Chas. Shoub \ 

153— 27th Ward Branch ° 

732— Phillip M. Itte (repeat) 10 

116— 27th Ward Branch v 15 

4061— John Wahlstrom 29 

3360— Wm. A. Erickson 15 

1445— Paul Brockman 61 

185— J. Will K 

3949— John Blakely 26 

2918— V. Bailey 13 

3365— Richard De Young 5 

3493— Victor Koehler 5 

3826— John I. Sundberg 15 

3599— Robert Waddell 13 

561— J. Moigers H 

30— D. C. Wilson 20 

4286— Anton Jarkovich '• ..20 

3 

3484— John Lacko 27 

3163— C. A. Diehl 1* 

3318— Jos. Mark . » 

3030— L. Lelpschits 7 

2237— Peter Mate, Harvey 7 

133— B. Zolynas, Cherry • • « 

4760 — Fred Zumwals, Jacksonville 3 

4000— R. S. Snider, Abingdon 6 

3995— E. Neun\ ltelleville 6 

8561— Samuel Edwards, Harrisbnrg |9 

3919— Geo. Ursing, E. St. Louis 23 

4734— Frank Castle, Kewanee 59 

2924— Eli Byrum, Canton » 

1696— W. Kitchel, Chief Police, Canton .... 4 

3951— J. Benncr, RockfdTd *» 

3966— Carl F. Schutz, Aurora 11 

3306— Henry Hartkop, Cicero 10 

3888— Samuel. Kaplan, Melrose Park ••••.••« 

3984— Walter Ooster, Mascoutah Kl 

410— C. C. Brooks, Dixon " 

3336— Charles Gross, Harvey « 

3929— Geo. North Taylor, Streator 11 

3379— D. M. Clark, Evanston 



IOWA. 

3496 — John Lundeen, Chariton t5 

3476— Guy Curtis, Grinnell 9 

3909— Mrs. C. W. Easley, Sioux City 3 

3387— L. J. Kalvig, Kanwha 2 

3409— T. H. Angell, Lyons 4 

4179— F. C. Klidt. Lyons 5 

2463— Mrs. Herbert Koch, Burlington 20 

4814— L. H. McKurn, Jerome 11 

3461 — Isaac Cook, Maquoketa 36 

3402— Walden Seifert, Muscatine ,. . 3 

8477— Wm. Gunlock, Keokuk 15 

KANSAS. 

3233— J. Trotar, Frontenac 35 

3215—. E,, Morgan, Columbus 1G 

3589— jO. Sanborn, Lowe 10 

3729— C. A. Brannon, Goodland 9 

3332 — D. A. Meyers, Neoesha 10 

4700— A. Webster, Baldwin ...» 6 

3208— R. W. Gregory, Goddard 4 

4621 — G. W. Sanderson, Blue Mound 19 

3382— W. C. Otto, Kansas City 54 

3342— M. L. Rodebaugh, Shrn. Springs 4 

4624— S. D. Morain, Cherry wale 15 

3591 — A. A. Hook, Mulberry 10 

3547— E. F. Kirkpatrick, Lafontaine ......15 

4617— W. J. Ward, Buffalo 9 

3300 — R. Magill, Garnett 11 

3568— L. K. Bullard. Horace 7 

3245— T. H. McGill, Hill City 4 

4691— L. Noll, Ness City ^ 

KENTUCKY. 

4649— M. W. Hinkle, S. Portsmouth 15 

4659 — C. S. Greathouse, Lewisport 7 

4635— Victor D. Hardy, Lexington 21 

4628 — J. M. Dickersbn, Louisville 6 

131— J. hobe, Covington , K 

551 — J. Thobe, Covington 8 

801 — J. Thobe, Covington 5 

4610— Mark R. Brown, Almo 11 

3032 — E. Tdrener, Livermore 7 

733 — F. Hilderbrand, Louisville 9 

4607— J. W. Waller, Valley Stn 18 

LOUISIANA. 

2283— -W. R. Cartwright, Chatham 1.1 

2318— J. J. Crycr, Rosephine .10 

2390— E. N. Robinson, Hoium 22 

2343 — J. W. Cannon, Coushatta 7 

2320 — R. B. Grace, Crowley . 8 

MAINE. 

4670 — M. E. Fitzgerald, Wacerville ..18 

4612— L. J. Walls, Woodfords 11 

4650— B. P. Greenlcaf, Skowhegan 18 

3169— C. L. Mackenney, Berwick 15 

4616— F. A. Bowie, Bath 14 

.... — James Rowbotham, Lewiston 45 

3529— S. S. Osasto, Log Cove SO 

MARYLAND. 

31*1— J. .W Linn, Cumberland 39 

1964— G. Bunte, Baltimore 3 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

3565 — S. S. Osasto, Worcester 57 

3545 — Anton Jantti, N. Adams 10 

3560 — S. S. Osasto, Norwood 2J 

918— S. Stakius, Hudson ...22 

613 — Henry Erskine, Revere 26 

3533— S. S. Osasto, Waltham ............ 8 

221 — J. Sanderson, Chelsea 14 

3564— V. Johnson, Gloucester 13- 

759— N. Sokol, Revere 8 

118 — M. J. Donahoek, Haverhill 12 

4794 — S. Bacevicius, Worcester SO 

3712— Nels Esterberg, W. Chlmsfk .. 5 

2198— George Clark, S. Bridge 1» 

2778 — J. Tolivaisa, Bridgewater 5 

258 — Wm. Marlow, Brockton 3 

3593— A. Maki, Fall River 6 

3568 — Jarbimn, Amesbury , 17 

3590 — Oscar Janhunen, Gardner 20 

1802-^f. Uhdre, Lawrence S 

NOTE: — Remaining states are 
ommitted in this issue for lack of 
space. All Dime Banks, however, will 
be acknowledged from time to time 
as space permits. 



The Socialist press deserves your 
support. In its hundreds of forms it is 
energetically preaching the gospel of 
truth and therefore gets no advertis- 
ing support from the capitalist class 
it fights so valiantly. Its only subsidy 
is its list of comrades who subscribe. 




P yom 

snow this standard high 



show this standard hiah 
grade 42 key fully visible 
typewriter to your friends 
and let them see wherein tt 
•xcals any s)lOOtypM- 
. writer, if by doing this 
and other small assist- 
ance, yon conld easily 
have one to k—p as yonr own? 
Then by .post .card ,or latter 
simply ear. ''Mail Pmriimdm.** 
WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO., Deal 




Cut out this ad aadaaallit to as, w)th yonr name e»4 
address (no money) ; and we wil ) send you our FAMOUS 
KARNA'K RAXOR by return mail, postpaid. /Vouxnay use 
the razor for 80 days ,fR«i then. If yoo Hkeit. wg «• 

S.S6. If yondpn'tllkeltretnrnlt. SINONO MONEY. 
ORE COMPANY. 486 More Building, St Louis, M*. 
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Entente Allies $70,000,000 $-18,200,000,000 

Germany ..$21,000,000 $16,500,000,000 

Austria-Hungary 11,000,000 9,250:000,000 

Turkey and Bulgaria 3,000,000 2,000,000,000 

Central Allies $35,000,000 $27,750,000,000 



All belligerents $105,000,000 $75,950,000,000 



The belligerents are obtaining about 
half of these huge sums by direct 
loans from their own people, from 
allied Governments or peoples, or 
from the people of neutral nations. 
Since the beginning, of the war, it is 
noted, the United States has loaned 
more than $1,500,000,000 to the war- 
ring nations. 



Every fighting comrade on the 
War-trail should have a bunch of 
Norris Cartoon Leaflets on his hip. 
iqoiai "<»-"• — m„h-« 7 Issued monthly. 12 cts. per hundred, 

166AU, 3943— Sarah C. Dexter, Moline ' , . , a ' „i„,„ „ 

I 4786— H* P. Wallace, Maryville 9 -post paid. Samples for stamp 

S13R 50 4744— w". c. Pierce, virden jj Address Geo. M. Norris, 525 So. 

* A0 °- 0U| 3504-S. S. Osasto Waukegan 33 L j g Richmond V a. 

I 815— Tomas Kojis, Pullman «• 

$242,60 3990— €. E. Thompson, Ottawa .16 

174.50 ' 3453— E. A. Wiecks, Springneld 85 

tjk K(\ I 3921— August Friese, Urbana a« 

' U : 3804— S. S. Osasto, Waukegan.- 35 

. dQ . i INDIANA. 

$188.10 i ge4 _ Joe Hegedus, S. Bend 21 

— ' 3586— S. S. Osasto, Clinton « 

$163.30 3410 — J. Truckey, Vincenceas 6 

620— W. H. Oland, W. Lebanon 4 

3407— S. Miller, Muncie \\ 

5— Geo. R. Waterson, Gary .33 

90— H. Iloltman, Indianapolis 14 



SILENT VOTj: WINS. 

Altho carried by the majority of 
the votes cast for them, the Socialist 
state questions submitted in this fall's 
elections in Oklahoma were defeafed 
by the "silent" vote. According to the 
state election board the "fair election 
law" received 147,047 affirmative 
votes and 119,602 negative. The repeal 
of the democratic machine's registra- 
tion law received 140,368 affirmative 
votes and 114,824 negative votes. 
Tabulation of the complete presiden- 
tial vote shows 148,123 ballots for 
Vilson; 96,233 for Hughes and 45,190 
for Benson. The Oklahoma Socialist 
vote in 1912 was 42,262, showing an 
increase of 2,928. Complete returns 
from all counties in. Minnesota give 
the Socialist national ticket 20,117 
votes compared with 27,605 in 1912, 
a loss of ,7,388. Incomplete figures 
give the Socialist n»tlbnal tickefc 2$, 



621 vote*dn Wttfe^li&r'^&lljgUOT fe»4ex«'-' ifcW wo»j 



„ -- 10 

recently issued a report concerning 3499— Wm. R. Herron, Tipton io 

prosecutions for political offenses f 7 >!^ n J^ 

during the five years, 1910 to 1914. i99_Ernest Mallot, Marion 37 

The figures are incomplete, because 3350—0. E. Anderson, Gary ijj 

no account is taken of the large num- 3451— 0, R° r » 1 j e » ^Hjf/"^"^ 7 
ber of persons exiled by "administra- .JI^Zn Tritie, "SaVtford City 5 

tive process" — that is, without any * 

judicial trial. The whole number of! ^ 5 "" ■ " " 

those brought to trial in the courts j 
for political offenses during five years 
was 35,353. Of these, 10.066 were ac- 
quitted and 70 were pardoned, leaving 
25,277 who were punished. About 19,- 
000 were sentenced to various terms 

of imprisonment without loss of civi! . . *«.^,«v«;«« 
rights, while more than 6,000 were ies in the 1916 Campaign, 
condemned either to imprisonment at It can sweep into powfir in 
hard labor or to banishment, with 192 () if it has men and women, 

deprivation of all civil rights. Thus it . ^,„„i;4t«j «n 

appears that in these fivl years, dur- ' the party, qualified for all 
ing which the revolutionary movement offices, and prepared to make 
was much less active than it had been the big campaign. . 
in the few years preceding 1910, the A 1*. t ««r ;<-, Unci 

Czars' government could not maintain A training in JL»W IS the best 
itself without sending to prison or to successful candidates art 
Siberia, on the average, 14 persons lawyers. 

3£ 1?£S^rf85S?«2 ^ snjjssfoi eaafldatar are lawyers. 



COMRADES! 



BROTHER TRAPPER. 

Would you like to know how to 
make the best bait obtainable ? It will 
draw any land animal to your trap. 
Write for sample bottle and be con- 
vinced. It's FREE. C. W. Dunn, 
R. R. No. 1, Childress, Texas. 



' AGENTS—"SONG OF FREEDOM", great- 
est Socialist and Labor iSong. wonderful 
music, beautiful words. Thrilling, inspiring, 
appealing. Big sales guaranteed because half 
of profits are. given to Socialist Party (this 
statement is printed on front cover). Send 
postal for free copy. Act quick. Song of Free- 
dom Sales Co., 1547 Broadway, New York City. 

SECRET Of A Good Memory. Particular* 
free. Liberty Co, Sta.D. Box 4, Cleveland, O. 



The 1920 Campaign 

SOCIALISM WON big victor- Send for our new, illustrated book, 

"Law and the People." 

It will mean the opportunity of your 
life to you-^a Law training at cost, 
paid on easy terms, in a Labor College, 
backed by men and women like Debs, 
Walsh, Kirkpatrick, O'Hare, Russell, 
Work, England, Steinmetz, LeSueur, 
Warren. Be the man of power in your 
community. 



those whom it could find any pretext 
for treating as ordinary criminals 
The big,.^ajority of the "political of- 



Our combination, three-y«^r -'-uni 
versity correspondence Law Course — 
a course in Law, Public Speaking and 
Plain English— will fit you to qualify 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 
Fort Scott, Kansas. 
Send me your free, illustrated 
book, "Lav* .'and tne People", and 
particulars of your correspon- 
dence, university Course in Law. 
Name ........ i ... . . . ..-♦'« ^ . • 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



"Educators" Make 

An Important Finding 

By WM. F. KRUSE. 

All sorts of investigations are going 
on and scfne of them bring^to light 
some interesting facts, wfiich are 
published from time to time and 
promptly forgotten l>y all save the 
pernicious socialist agitators. And 
sometimes an investigation 
ducted for 

purpose, yet it brings out some most 
disagreeable truth. Immediately then 
these socialists seize upon the facts 
discovered as a new text for their 
never-ending propaganda. Really, it 
has come to such a point where a good 
well-meaning "investigator" cannot 
turn around without fearing that he 
aid the cause of Socialism. 

Such a case is found in the recent 
report of the "Committee To Investi- 
gate Causes For Pupils Leaving 
School," appointed by the School- 
masters' Club of Minneapolis, Minn. 
The purpose of the investigation was 
evidently to look into the matter of 
adopting some sort of vocational 
guidance or other business man's 
change in the school curriculum, but 
this is what the committee found: 

Forced To Go To Work. 

Of all children who graduated from 
the* grade schools and then applied 
for working; permits, 76 per cent did 
so because of financial necessity. Of 
those who leave before graduating, 
68 per cent left because they were too 
>oor to go on. Of those who left High 
School after beginning there 38 per 
cent left to f?o to work, while 23 per 
cent left of illness. 

From all these figures culled care- 
fully out of the attendance reports of 
the schools themselves the committee 
draws the conclusion that they "fail 
to see that these readjustments 
(vocational guidance and other pro- 
posed changes in the curriculum) will 
keep any appreciable number of 
children in school, for the reason that 
the average family in Minneapolis 
cannot afford to educate their children 
if they are first to provide them with 
food, clothing and shelter". 

The director of the Department of 
Attendance, who held an honorary 
position on the committee, cannot see 
his way clear to support this declara- 



tion and in his supplemental report he 
suggests that "the committee, doubt- 
less, will not care to stand by the 
proposition" quoted above. In the face 
of the Director's own figures it is 
difficult to see how they could stand 
by anything else. It is> not the commit- 
tee (as is charged by the Director), 
that begs the question, but that hon- 
orable worthy himself, who does so. 
I leave it to the readers of this ar- 
ticle whether there is anything in the 
« v.™ Jf. ^v. 1 ^ following quotation from the report 

a. perfectly respectable that <« be * s 4 the ques tion"; that is, the 

most fundamental question that the 
American people have to face to-day: 

Cheating America's Youth. ! 

"It is our duty to proclaim the 
truth that the American youth are 
being cheated of this inheritance (a 
liberal cultural education) because 
the wage scale and working conditions 
of their fathers are unsatisfactory — 
to proclaim it^with no uncertain voice 
until the great mass of the people 
are aroused to take such action, prop- 
erly legislative, as will insure the per- 
petuation in America of true demo- 
cracy. And that democracy can be a 
product of only one condition — the 
guaranteed education of children, not 
to become the handywomen and the 
handymen of the few, but to become 
the rulers of America, according .to 
the promise given them." 

Nothing need be added here save 
that every Socialist will heartily . sup- 
port this plea for a broad and deep 
education for every child arid youth 
in this country. The 'powers-that-be' 
do not want broad powerful thinkers 
among our citizenry — such men and 
women are dangerous to the continua- 
tion of their mastery. Hence this at- 
tempt to make of our school children 
mere cogs in the machinery of their 
exploitation. The only way to make 
the people of this country the "rulers 
of America" and to make "the promise 
given them" to this effect come true, 
is to vote the Socialist ticket, and 
strengthen the Socialist Party, whose 
mission it is to win life and liberty 
for all mankind. 



LOST!— TWO THOUSAND Dime 
Banks are scattered all over this 
country. They should be back in the 
National Office of the Socialist Party 
not later then December 1. Help find 
them, help return them. 



LETTER TO HENRY DUBB. 
Dear Henry, — Did you ever see a 
linotype machine ? If you haven't seen 
one of these wonderful little labor 
savers you call around at The Amer- 
ican Socialist's office next time 
you are in Chicago. The editor 
will show yju around. He will 



Philosophy Of Socialism 



By A. M. SIMONS. 
People often speak of Socialism as 
if it were a system that could be "en- 
acted," a plan that was proposed, or 
an elaborated Utopia offered for 
criticism. It is discussed as if it were 



explain everything to you. Don't *1™ *?* could ' be « om .P». r « d 

bother about taking up his time; hel with Z th A er , reforms, and Socialists 
does all his writing whilst he is hav-! are asked to unite with "other reform 
ing his meals. Well, these machines! forces - Such talk implies an utter 
are very curious animals. Down oh misapprehension of the essential 
the left-hand side is a pot of lead. It's! characteristics of Socialism, 
kept hot, molten in fact, so keep yQur' Ifc should be distinctly understood 
eye on the lino man when you start from the beginning that Socialism is 
asking questions. If you see him lean not the name of a state of society, 
towards the lead, you duck or you either proposed or existing. The "Co- 
might get a splash on your boots. On operative Commonwealth" is no more 
the top of the machine is a big case Socialism in the true sense of the 
or hopper with a lot of little brass word than was the Competitive society 
plates in it. The operator sits in front of pur fathers, or the Monopolistic 
of a keyboard something like a large society of to-day. 
typewriter. He spells the words out Socialism is the philosophy of social 
letter by letter and little moulds run j development + hat treats of the great 
along and drop into their place ac-j economic laws, according to the work- 
cording to the word the operator ing of which each of these stages of 
wants. Then when the ling is com- society must naturally be a develop- 
plete, the lead comes up and runs into j ment from its predecessor. There is 
the mould, and lo, you have the line no common ground between Social- 
of type. After the line is moulded all ism and any scheme or plan for the 
the little brass moulds run back into improvement of society. To attempt 
their proper places and are ready to to unite it with any of these is as 
start again. These moulds seldom sensible as to ask an astronomer to 
make a mistake, but if they do and fail "fuse" with some reformer who is 
into the wrong place they are throvn seeking to improve the climate by 
out. The capitalist system, Henry, is introducing changes in the earth's 
like one of these linotype machines ;; orbit, because astronomy treats of 
everything will go alright if you obe the laws causing variations in the 
the man at the keyboard. Look aroun relative position of the earth and sun. 
you at the present time. If you willf The basis of Socialism in this sense 
agree to be just part of the machine I is found in what is sometimes called 
if you will agree not to question the the "materialistic conception of his- 
machine, then things will go fairly tory," or Economic Determinism. The 
well with you until you become the foundation of this conception was 
least bit frayed or the white speck* stated as follows in the preface .to the 
show in your haii;; then you will be 1888 edition of the famous Commun- 
scrapped. So soon as you become use- ist Manifesto, issued by Karl Marx 



less to the machine, you have to get 
out. — From "The Vag 1 



The latest report is that there is 
"little if any" prospect of action on 
the part of the President to secure 
an embargo on food products. Who 
thought there was any chance of the 
administrations doing anything of the 
sort? That would be going a little too 
far in the interests of the humanity 
that Wilson likes to talk about. 



The Momentous Question 

"What shall I buy Him or Her for Christmas?" 

Is Answered 

The thought uppermost in the gift buyer's mind is to give something, 
worth while, that is lastingly appreciated, that is useful, that continually 
will suggest the spirit of the givor. 

This can be accomplished by buying and giving 

SOCIALIST JEWELRY 

that is at once xiseful, ornamental, symbolic and. appreciable. 

Here is a list to select from. Every article is guaranteed as represented and the values 
are certainly here. These articles are priced at actual cost plus a slight /margin for overhead 
and cost of handling. All of these items would cost vastly more if ordered at the ordinary 
jewelry store. AH prices include shipping charges prepaid by us. Order now, as our supply 
is limited. Avoid disappointment by ordering today. 



RINGS 

Solid Gold Rings. Size similar to the 
ordinary signet ring. These rings are set 
with the party emblem — two hands clasped 
across the world. Artistic and attractive. 
These rings are made to order in any size. 
Go to any jeweler and get the correct size 
number. PRICE $5.00 



KARL MARX FLAGS 

A miniature reproduction of the red 
flag actually worn by Karl Marx. These 
come made up as follows: 

Lapel Buttons 25c 

Stick Pin : 25c 

Lady's Hat Pin 25c 

Cuff Links—Gold Shell— Pair. .$3.50 



No. 1— PRICE $1.00 



1ADIES LARGE BAR PINS 

Sizes — iy 2 inch in length, with small 
size party emblem mounted in colors. 
PRICE 50c 

WATCH CHARMS 

No. 2 — Made of rolled gold 
and will wear a long time. 

Price $1.50 



(No. 3 — A maltese cross of 
artistic desi<**v made of rolled 
gold; PRICE $2.00 



GOLD PLATE EMBLEM PINS 

For Women. 

Sizes — y 2 inch and % inch. 
PRICE 25c 



PARTY EMBLEM CUFF LINKS 

Sterling Silver $1.00 

Rolled Gold / 1.00 

Gold plated 50 



GOLD PLATE EMBLEM BUTTONS 

Sizes — 1,4 inch, i/ 2 mcn > % inch. 
PRICE 25c 

WATCH CHAINS 

PRICE 75c 



Our pencil clip is very neat. 
Price 25c. 



PENCIL CLIPS 

It has the Socialist emblem on it 



and is gold plated. 



Y.P.S.L. EMBLEMS 

Buttons, made up in fine gold plate and enamel sell for 25c each. Y. P. S. L. pins sell 
at the same price. 

WITCH FOBS 

Watch fob with oxidized metal base and emblem colors, sells 75c each. 



ORDER FROM 



NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 West Madison St. Chicago, 111. 



and Frederick Engels, in 1848 

"In every historical epoch, the 
prevailing mode of economic produc-' 
tion and exchange, and the social or- 
ganization necessarily following from 
it, form the basis upon which is built 
up, and from whichii alone can be ex- 
plained the political and intellectual 
history of that epoch. 

"Consequently the whole history of 
mankind (since the dissolution of 
primitive tribal society, holding land 
in common ownership) has been a 
history of CLASS STRUGGLES, con- 
tests between exploiting and exploit- 
ed, ruling and oppressed classes. 

"The history of these class strug- 
gles forms a series of revolutions, in 
which now-a-days, a stage has been 
reached where the exploited and op- 
pressed class — the proletariat — can- 
not attain its emancipation from the 
sway of the exploiting and ruling 
class — the bourgeoisie — without at 
the same time, and ' once for all, 
emancipating society at large from all 
exploitation, oppression, class distinc- 
tions and class struggles." 

Perhaps this/position can be made 
clearer by an illustration from the 
field of biology. It is a well known 
law in the world of plants and 
animals that in any organism the 
entire form .and structure is simply 
the most advantageous manner of ar- 
ranging the material of which the 
plant or animal is composed in order 
to meet the difficulties with which it 
is surrounded. Every limb, muscle, 
leaf, branch, or root was developed 
because its existence was of ad- 
vantage to the organism as a whole 
in obtaining its support from its en- 
vironment. 

In the same way society as a whole 
is simply the form in which its mem- 
bers unite to conquer nature. It is a 
machine, an organism, a structure 
with which to obtain the Good desired 
by its members. 

Let this not be misunderstood. If 
society is but a means to the satis- 
faction of human desires thru con- 
quest of an external world, the low- 
ness of a society does not depend upon 
this fact but only upon the loitness 
of the desires that govern. If all the 
social energies are expended in the 
production of the means to satisfy 
the merely animal desires to the 
neglect of all that is good and true 
and beautiful, and if even then these 
necessities are not secured to the 
majority of the members of society, 
then that society is indeed bestial. 

If, on the other hand, the social or- 
ganization is such that the animal 
needs are secondary, secured to all by 
mechanical means, while opportunity 
and leisure are guaranteed to every 
one for the development of the ethical 
and. artistic, — then the plane of or- 
ganization is vastly higher. 

In other words that philosophy is 
a "pig philosophy" only to the pigs. 
To those whose idea of "goods" to be 
produced and desires to be satisfied 
embraces the productions of a Wag- 
ner, a Browning, a Murillo, or a 
Shakespeare, there is nothing debas- 
ing in the idea that production is the 
only reason for a social organism. 

The position being once granted 
that the Economic Organization deter- 
mines all social forms and structures, 
then, the manner in which a society 
disposes of its productive powers, the 
"goods" it sets about to produce, and 
the manner of their production, be- 
come the great fundamental social 
facts. 



The Labor government of Queens- 
land, Australia, which established 
butcher shops in Brisbane and reduced 
the price of meat from an average 
of 25 cents a pound to 12 cents a 
pound, has opened three more shops 
in Rockampton. The private retailers 
are quitting business and they and 
the meat packers and the capitalistic 
organs are lamenting at the socialistic 
confiscation of property and stifling 
of "private enterprise." The mass of 
the people, however, are much elated, 
declaring that they are not at all 
pleased with the action of the enter- 
prising enterprisers who confiscated 
their pocketbocks by charging double 
prices for meat. The Australians don't 
like that sort of thing. But we do here 
in America. 



"For Things as They Are — More 
So and Better." That is the motto of 
a capitalist paper which is sent to us, 
and a more despicable sheet we never 
saw. Its caption is one the capitalist 
class may well adopt, only to the 
workers it would - ; sound like, "For 
Things .as They Are. 
Worse.'* 



BRITAIN GETS BARBAROUS. 

England's treatment of the Con- 
scientious Objector is one of the 
most barbaric features of the Euro- 
pean War. To date, 25,000 men, most- 
ly Socialists, who v have been con- 
scripted into the army have refused 
to bear arms. Some of these, no doubt, 
were cowards and shirkers who used 
conscience to cloak their lack of 
courage or lack of patriotism. Tests 
always followed, however. Companies 
of non-combatants have been organ- 
ized to whom were offered hospital 
service, work on public improve- 
ments or labor in munitions works as 
an alternative to service on the field, 
which was preferable to those who 
were merely afraid to fight. 

The majority, tho, refused to be a 
part of the war in any way, either as 
combatants or as substitutes in indus- 
tries for men who would fight. These, 
undoubtedly, had scruples of a 
conscientious sort. As a further test, 
the objectors were subjected to cruel- 
ty, to withstand which required more 
courage than to face the enemy. 
Many of the men who still refused to 
enter the army were taken forcibly to 
the front in France where they were 
placed under the care of military com- 
manders and made subject to military 
law. 

In not a few cases sentence of death 
has been passed on Conscientious Ob- 
jectors. To date none have been shot, 
the sentences of many being commut- 
ed to long term imprisonment, but it 
is thought by some writers that in 
the near future Conscientious Ob- 
jectors will receive the full penalty 
the law admits. 

This is in England, a country 
known as free. In fact England, be- 
fore the war was more free than the 
United States. Then there was no 
draft law and for a long time after 
the war commenced the popular senti- 
ment of these patriotic people was so 
strong for the inherent rights of free 
Englishmen that the conscription acts 
were passed with difficulty. 

In the United States, however, we 
are prepared for war in time , of 
peace, thanks to the last Congress 
which passed a law permitting the 
president to draft any citizen 4nto the 
army in war time. And what assur- 
ance have we that Conscientious Ob- 
jections will be any more respected 
here? 



Have You Read 

The Jungle 
by Upton Sinclair. 



CHRISTIAN VIEWS SOCIALISM. 

There is a great and growing inter- 
est in religious circles regarding Soc- 
ialism. The time is past when the 
statements of a subsidized press are 
taken as truth by the religious man. 

Investigation is the order of the 
day, and no one has ever fairly 
studied the Socialist philosophy con- 
cerning the development of Society in 
our day without becoming convinced 
of its truth. 

Because of this there are hundreds 
of clergymen and thousands of church 
members avowed Socialist and many 
are members of the party organiza- 
tion and assist in its councils and 
propaganda. There is no conflict of 
views along religious lines. 

When the investigator sees that 
the constant change and evolution of 
mankind from a lower to a higher 
state is the product of natural law 
due to the struggle for existence; 
when he examines one historical 
epoch after another and places his 
finger upon the economic causes of 
each successive change and finds no 
mystery nor intervention of any 
supernatural power, he goes as far 
as his experience will allow him. 

The believer in a revealed religion 
has no quarrel with him; the whole 
world is a debtor to the determined 
efforts of the searchers into the 
phenomena of material things. 

There was a time when the theory 
of gravitation was denounced because 
it was thought to undermine religion 
and to deny revelation, and atheists 
used this mistake against the church. 
There was a time when Gallileo's 
statement of the laws of the planetary 
system was held to be subversive ■ of 
religion by an ignorant and immoral 
priesthood, and atheists have been 
using that error ever since as an 
argument against religion. 

There was a time when the results 
of the studies of Darwin were thought 
to forecast the destruction of religi- 
ous faith and atheists were quick to 
use his theories against religion. 

The Socialist doctrine of the mater- 
ialist conception of history — economic 
determinism — is now* being used by. 
the atheist as positive proof of the 
falsity of revealed religion and the 
subsidized religious press parades 
their sayings as evidence to the fixed 
tendency of Socialist propaganda 
towards atheism. 

Whereas the truth is, that there is 
no inherent contradiction between 
Socialist science and revealed religion. 
Every newly discovered law in mater- 
ial things, every evolutionary process 
that directs or forces mankind to bet- 
ter conditions, is a now proof of Div- 
ine Omniscience, of God's determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge. We see 
Design in all the boundless provision 
made for every need of man at the 
different stages of his development; 
and we see the development inspired, 
inaugurated and forwarded by laws 
or forces which seem to use man as 
an instrument. 

We choose, therefore, not without 
reasonable grounds, to believe that 
there is in this orderly development 
and in the provision made for each 
stage of it in the natural resources 
of the earth, a design, a plan that 
evinces a Divine Intelligence, a 
Supreme Power to order all things. — 
G. H. STROBELL. 



The birth control movement is to 
have a national organ. Margaret San- 
ger, of New York, announces that she 
will shortly begin the publication of 
The Birth Control Review, "dedicated 
to the principle of intelligent and 
voluntary motherhood." The magazine 
will be % published at 104 Fifth avenue, 
New York, subscription price, one 
dollar a year. Dr. Frederick A. Blos- 
som, first president of the Ohio Birth 
Control League, will be the managing 
editor. 



HELD UP! — Two thousand Dime 
Banks are being held up and so is the 
final report on the Dime Fund being 
held up, because, these banks have not 
More So; ajn<i yet been returned. If. you have, a 
|rjb«nk send it back todays 



Before this war broke out, count- 
less thousands of people came to 
these shores from every country of 
Europe. They came here hoping to 
find the promised land — some of them 
found but the blighting of their hopes, 
and six feet of the promised land, 
but on the Potter's Field. Yet the 
streams kept coming and coming, all 
to be swallowed up in our American 
life and institutions — in the profit 
machine of the master class. 

Among those immigrants was a 
family of Lithuanians, and some of 
their friends. Their hopes were high 
and in different directions, they 
thought of money, love, marriage, 
happiness — all to be found in this 
promised land. They came thru to 
Chicago, and at first their dreams 
seemed to be realized. The hero of 
the story, Jurgis, was big and strong, 
and when he went down to the pack- 
ing-houses to apply for work, he tow- 
ered over his competitors there. His 
meagre wages seamed to him like a 
fortune, and tho the work was hard 
and dangerous his strength pulled 
him thru. The other members of the 
little band went to work under the 
same conditions, they seemed to 
prosper, and wanted to build a home 
for themselves. They tried it — and 
enriched the loan shark. The first 
stock of vitality gone, they soon fell 
prey to all the evils that our econ- 
omic system throws around the work- 
ers. 

And soon we find Jurgis, his 
strength gone, wife and babies dead, 
friends scattered, and with a jail 
sentence at his back, tramping the 
country as a common "bo". How all 
this came about, and the awful con- 
ditions of" Packingtown so vividly 
portrayed is something that the story 
must tell for itself. Those conditions 
are absolutely true — and they- stand 
as a permanent indictment of the 
present system. The book has been 
used as the basis of a moving picture 
recently, but altho the film is one of 
the best of its kind, it cannot pos- 
sibly do justice to the power of this 
novel of modern day life. It is so 
strong and so "dangerous" that it is 
one of the double-starred (**) books 
in the catalogue of the Chicago Public 
Library — "not given to everybody for 
it might create a false impression" 
in the words of one servile library 
assistant. It is surely worth reading 
not once, but many times. — W. F. K. 

NOTE: — This series of book reviews is being 
conducted for the purpose of giving: reliable 
guideposts to those, especially among: the 
younger socialists, who are trying to broaden 
their knowledge of present day conditions and 
of Socialist literature. Contributions are sol- 
icited. "The Jungle", reviewed this we<>k, may 
be obtained from the National Office, Socialist 
Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Price, $.60 



ests. In reviewing the economic chan- 
ges that have been wrought during 
the past year or so, the London paper 
does not hesitate to call things by 
their right names. "For example," 
says the Statist, "we are adopting 
revolutionary measures which it may 
well be doubted whether any Socialist 
would have ventured seriously to 
propose even in a book for adoption 
12 months ago. We are limiting the 
profits which capitalists may make 
during the war. We are suspending 
all the rights and privileges acquired 
by the trade unions during the past 
century. And, in addition, we are tak- 
ing into the hands of the government 
the greater part of the whole trade 
of the country. We have given protec- 
tion to the banks, the insurance com- 
panies, the Stock Exchange, the ac- 
ceptors of bills, and so on. We have 
taken the wheat trade of India into 
our hands. We have taken the buying 
of food from Argentina also into our 
hands. In fact, we have adopted State 
socialism to so large an extent that 
it is hardly an exaggeration to say 
that England at the present time is 
practicing socialism. Does anybody 
seriously believe that this great ex- 
periment will not arouse ardent hopes 
and poignant fears, and that when the 
time comes for determining what i% 
to be our future polky we shall, have 
before us a period of serious dis- 
agreement ? " 



The Statist is a British capitalist 
publication of wide circulation and in- 
fluence and an acknowledged authority 
on matters relating to its class inter- 




One Nan And Th ; s 

MACHINE ears 
*50 to $100 

Daily Profit 

Not a dream 
—not a myth 
but a reality. 
IF you are 
honest — earn- 
est, and anx- 
ious to go in business for yourself. I will 
help you. I have helped lots of men to make 
from $500.00 to $1500.00 per month. It's 
an honorable business — can be started most 
anywhere, in any town of over 500 popula- 
tion. 

A GOOD BUSINESS PROPOSITION 

You want a business of your own. Go into 
the Popcorn Crispette business and make 
$2000.00 to $7000.00 a year. All you need 
is a machine, a few 
dollars and a good 
location. You can 
learn to make Cris- 
pettes in a day. Theyj 
sell everywhere for a 
nickel a package. 
You make almost | 
four cents profit. 

Send for Free Book 

It tells the whole story — how and 
where to start, how to succeed, gives 
experiences of others, etc. It's worth read- 
ing, even if you don't start. If you're 
looking for a good thing and easy money, 
write today J'or FREE BOOK. 

Eakin made $1500.00 

a Long Crispette / W. Z. LONG CO. 
in one month with/ 1286 High St., 
Machine, in a store/ Springfield, Ohio, 
window. You can/ Without any obligation 
do equally as well/ at all, please send me, 
or even better. / free, your book, "Dol- 
W Z LONG CO / lars and Sense in the 
1286 High St./ Cri8Pette business." 

Springfield, / Name 

Ohio. / 
/ Address 




Eugene V. Debs Says: 

"THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE 
is the beginning of a world-wide 
revolution in education. 

"The People's College was founded by the working class, is 
financed by the working class, and controlled by the rank and file 
of the working class, to the minutest particular. Each member 
of the College Union — which controls the College — has fequal voice 
with every other in directing the policy, and in managing the af- 
fairs of the Institution. It is fundamentally democratic, and 
marks the awakening of the masses to the necessity of establish- 
ing their own colleges and universities, and educating themselves, 
with the one supreme object of getting at the truth in all things, 
knowing that the truth alone can make them free, and fulfil their 
destiny." 

EUGENE V. DEBSHtS CHANCELLOR OF THE PEOPLE'S 
COLLEGE, AND PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE 
UNION. 

Listen to Debs advice! 

Build your own university; educate your own teachers; 
control your own public schools. 

In active management and control of THE PEOPLE'S 
COLLEGE, associated with Debs, are: George R. Kirkpatrilk, 
Fred D. Warren, Kate Richards 0$lare, Frank P. Walsh, Chafies 
P. Steinmetz, George Allan England, Charles Edward Russell, 
John M. Work, and Arthur LeSueur. 

It is the one College owned and controyed by the working class, or- 
ganized for service, and^ NOT for profit. 

Do you belong to this Union for education ? If not, why not ? Will you 
not work with these men and women for the up-building of this, great 
College of the people? 

Write for a free copy of The People's College News, and let us tell 
you of the work we are doing. 

Are You Satisfied With Your 
Own Education? 

What are you doing to better yourself, and fit yourself to help 
in the fight for your class ? Wouldn't an education be of 
tremendous value to you? The work you ought to be doing, re- 
quires trained men and women. H«^e you had the training? 
If you haven't why don't you get it? Here's your own College 
ready to help you get an education. 

Stop wishing you could do this or that. Wishing never got anyone any* 
thing. Get busy, and prepare yourself. Here's your chance. Let us tell you 
how. No matter how little you earn, no matter what your present position 
or your previous jack of opportunity, The People's College can help you. 

Clip the coupon below, and mail it to us today. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, 
FORT SCOTT, KANSAS. 

Please send me free copy of The People's College News, and send 
me full particulars concerning the Course in: 



• [ ] Law 

I [ ] Public Speaking 

| [ ] Plain English 

j [ ] Advanced English 

, [ ] Commercial Law 



i: i 

[ i 

[ ] 

[ i 

[ i 



Shorthand and Typewriting ' 

Bookkeeping t 

Penmanship | 

Arithmetic j 

American History . , 
(Course edited and conducted' 

by A. M. Simons.) J 



NAME ... 
ADDRESS 



K . ..... . .. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents, 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



HERE'S THE RIGHT SPIRIT. 

Here's one of the letters in tb^ 
day's mail that makes us feel good: 
"St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 12, 1916. 
"The American Socialist, 
"Chicago, 111. 

"Dear Comrades: Enclosed please 
find $1 for renewal of my subscription. 
We are growing some in St. Louis 
and things are looking better for us. 
Should the price of subscription 
necessarily rise, let me know, as I 
feel we ought to share the burden in 
keeping The American Socialist alive. 
"Yours for the Cause, 

"John T. McNamee". 

Don't think for a moment that the 
increasing cost of paper, and every- 
thing else, has not hit The American 
Socialist. It has. But we are holding 
on, as best we can, to the present 
subscription rates. We shall have more 
to say about this situation in future 

Issues- 



Henry Dubb's Thanksgiving Dinner 



By RYAN WALKER 



ROLL OF HONOR 



"I cannot get alone: without The American 
Socialist", writes Comrade A. Baltezore, of 
Sommerville, Oregon, as he renews his sub. 

"I feel that the Benson leaflets and The 
American Socialist, that I worked so vigor- 
ously to distribute here, had their effect on 
the election", writes Comrade J. A. Standley, 
of Pocatello, Idaho. "I feel that I am well 
repaid for my efforts". 

"I will send you a sub every month or 
oflfnor hereafter", writes Comrade Gi?orge 
Chrislcnsen, of Phoenix, Ariz. 

Comrade Wilson Olds makes it 32 subs from 
Beloit. Wise. 

Comrade A. E. Wetch, of Waco, Tex., comes 
in strong with a list of 30 subs. 

"Now that election is over we must work 
ha«W than ever", writes Comrade John 
Spence, of Mason City, Iowa, "to get the 
henightrd workers to read Socialist papers 
and hooks. The American Socialist is to my 
mind the best paper in the country. Tho offi- 
cial vote is not given out here, we have good 
grounds to know Mason City progressed a 
little." 

Perhaps you forgotten all about our 
piemium list. Here are some, of our premiums: 

Ayone of the following for a club of 12 
subscribers at 25 cents each: 

The 1914 Campaign Book. 

The Human Slaughter House (Lamszus). 

The Carpenter and the Rich Man (White). 

War! What For? < Kirkpatrick) . 

We will send you a copy of "Why I Am A 
Socialist", by Charles Edward Russell (cloth) 
for a club of 10 subscribers at 25 cents each. 

Anyone of the following for a club of eight 
subscribers at 2$ cents each: 

War! What or? (Kirkpatrick) paper. 

Business, the Heart of the Nation (Russell) 
paper. 

Either one of the following for a club of 
six subscribers at 25 cents each: 

The Failrre of Regulation (Hoan). 

Hillquit-Gompers Debate. 

For a club of four subscribers at 25 cents 
each we will send you "The Legislative Pro- 
gram of the Socialist Party" (Mills). 

Comrade C. F. Kober makes it a list of 46 
subs from Elkhart, Ir.d. 

Comrade L. K. Enland, of Moline, 111., 
sends in a list of 12 subs and gets a copy 
of Kirkpatrick's "Wai 1 "! What For?" 

Comrade C. L. Dawson comes in with a 
Jist: of 19 subs from New Castle, Indiana. 
«*"Fhc Socialist vote in this county fell far 
short of former years due to the fact that 
no effort was made to organize our forces or 
to do any campaign work in the county", 
writes Comrade W. M. Higley, of Albany, 
Ohio. "Political inertia has lost us many votes 
that were won by the specious slogan of the 
democrats in the campaign just closed. We 
lost votes hut not any real Socialists". 

"Before the election a friend of mine that 
belongs to the Socialist Party asked me to 
become a temporary subscriber of The Amer- 
i<an Socialist", writes one of our readers in 
Cleveland, Ohio. "But nor/, after I found The 
American Socialist such a good paper, which 
serves the interests of the working class, I 
wish to renew my subscription". 



YOU WANT TO SEE a final report 
on the Dime Fund, don't you? This 
cannot be done until all outstanding 
banks are in. Return yours today and 
ask hat friend of your to return his. 



Send live cents for a sample copy 
of The New World, Lincoln Phifer's 
Paper-Magazine, Girard, Kansas. 
Debs says in the Rip Saw: "It is a 
live and ambitious publication, and 
will make a place for itself in the 
modern struggle for democracy and 
freedom. It is one of the most unique 
and original publications that ccme 
to our table. 
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By JOHN M. WORK. 

RE YOU too old to learn? 

If you are, it is time for you to die and make room for some one who 
is worth while. 

We often hear that when a person begins to get up in years he gets 
"sot in his way", and thereafter, in the more picturesque than grammatical 
vernacular, "you can't learn him nothing' ". "It is hard to teach an old dog 
new tricks." 

* * * * 

IT ISN'T hard unless we make it hard. There are plenty of men and 
women who are open minded and eager for new ideas and new •truths 
clear up to the time when they shuffle off this mortal coil. Anyone can be 
that way if he wants to. 

The thing is to get a right attitude. 

If you think everything is just so, and that it never has changed and 
never can change, why, of course, you are a crusted old fogy, and the sooner 
you kick the bucket the better it will be for the world. 

But, if you will use your intellect just a tiny little bit, you will be able 
to see that, for centuries and milleniums of time, things have been gradually 
evolving until they have reached the present stage. You will then realize 
that we are now living at a mere way station of civilization. You will 
realize that things are going to gradually develop in the future, as they 
have in the past. 

* * * * 

YOU WILL realize that this development has many phases. 

So far as the economic phase is concerned, you will realize that the 
present capitalist system of industry, in which the industries are own§d by 
a few, who get the benefit of them, is a mere temporary stage in industrial 
evolution. You will realize that we are bound to keep on evolving until we 
reach the stage of collective ownership of the industries, so that the benefit 
will go to all the people. - . 

In fact, just as soon as a majority of the people come to that realization, 
we will be there. Collective' ownership will then be realized. In other words, 
Socialism. 

And will we then stop thinking and quit having new ideas? 
Well, hardly. Socialism would not be worth having if that were to be 
the case. 

* * * * 

THE FACT is that Socialism is the great liberator. It will liberate the 
people from slavery to material things, and give them a chance to expand 
mentally and spiritually. We think we have had some wonderful develop- 
ment during the past hundred years — and we have. But the development 
which we shall experience when Socialism opens the way will be so much 
more marvelous that past achievements will seem tame in comparison. 

The world will be a charming place then. 

Help it to come. 



Capital Proposes 

By JOSEPH E. COHEN. 

On the evening of Election Day 
members of the Union League of 
Philadelphia paraded down the most 
prominent street sLiging "We'll hang 
Woodrow Wilson on a sour apple 
tree." Needless to say they changed 
their minds with regard to providing 
us with a magnificent example of 
lynch law when they discovered, 
about the time they were getting over 
a big head the day after, that Mr. 
Hughes will not be the next President 
of the United States. 

Anyway they vented their feelings. 
And they gave the rest of us an 
inkling of what their first choice was 
in the election, whether or not they 
will find Mr. Wilson a pretty good 
man for a second choice and popular 
favorite. 

Those who are not aware of the 
fact may likewise bo informed that 
Philadelphia is experiencing a boom 
sugh as it has never known before — 
a boom in business. Already the first 
purely manufacturing city in the 



A Book On A Vital Subject 




By 1)IAX SHEROVER. 

Ninety-six pages of Suppressed Information. 

Red Hot Facts, that will make one lose faith in the cap- 
italist press. 

THIRD EDITION — TWENTY-FIFTH THOUSANDTH. 

Price per copy postpaid 10 cents 

12 copies for $1.00 postpaid 50 copies for $3.50 postpaid 

100 copies for $6.00 postpaid. 

SEND ALL ORDERS TO 
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(Reprinted from The Churchman) 
By CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL. 
This article is now being issued in a four-page leaflet. You 
can make use of a big bunch of them. 

PRICES: 20 cents per 100; $1.50 per 1,000. 
Order from the 

NATION AL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 WEST MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 



world, there is going on a raising of 
skyscrapers such as is remaking its 
skyline from one of flattened hills to 
one of jugged mountains. More than 
that the whole river front from the 
city down to Wilmington will be a 
continuous industrial hive, with ship 
yards, steel mills and other manufac- 
turing plants opening cells out of 
which will pour much of the com- 
mercial honey makers and carriers 
of the world's trade. 

What Philadelphia is doing in a 
manufacturing way, other cities, 
notably New York, is doing in a 
banking way. Still larger loans are 
to be floated for the Allies. The latest 
loans are to be stuffed down the 
throats of the small fry dealers in 
governmental credits without any 
security from the Allies. Getting wind 
of a possible financial hurricane, the 
little bankers and brokers have 
apologetically asked for a sugar coat- 
ing for their bittr pill in the shape 
of a promise from the Allies that 
they will not domonetize gold when 
the war is over, and American bank- 
ers are in possession of at least half 
the world's available gold supply. 
Skimming The Cream. 

It is a merry time for the men who 
are skimming the rich cream off the 
milking we are doing of European 
governments; it was their voice 
which was raised in the song that 
places the neck of President Wilson 
and the nearest sour apple tree in 
close proximity. 

If Germany does not steal a march 
on the Allies by forming a tri-bund 
with Russia and Japan, establishing 
a transcontinental land empire for the 
exploitation of the orient, America 
may do a flourisning business with 
the awakening Russia when the war 
is over. Likewise if the three nation 
coalition is prevented, America may 
take a slice of Chinese trade when 
the Allies resume their exploitation 
of the earthly Celestial Empire. But 
the land nearest home and which, of- 
fers the best of golden opportunities 
is Central {»nd South America. 

President Wilson may not have 
known it, but the clamor for pre- 
paredness was for home consumption, 
not for foreign export. We are not 
going to invade Europe; there is only 
a remote possibility of our being 
driven into Asiatic complications. 
And there is no immediate prospect 
of our having to turn subways into 
trenches, and having to pay transit 
companies royally for thus exercis- 
ing the right of eminent domain over 
their property. If we are going to 
do any fighting soon it will be in the 
land of the southern sun. 
. An incredible amount of American 
capital is circulating in South Amer- 
ica. The days of the promoter are 
again upon us; gigantic financial 
bubbles, of rainbow color on the 
outside and empty within, fill the 
balmy southern air. Speculative enter- 
prises involving hundreds of millions 
are on the way — and South America 
will be asked to take the whole out- 
put f . o. b. She may do it gracefully: 
ph^ may show us a disdainful 
shoulder, and then there. will be 
trouble. 

All Eyes On Wilson. 
All this is apart from the evident 



intention of the same capitalist class 
to tear wider open the rip between 
the rising cost of living and the low- 
ering purchase power of wages by 
fighting the eight hour law and other 
remedial legislation and movements. 
It is to amass fortunes of such size 
as the world has never dreamt, that 
capital proposes, to be piled together 
at the expense of labor. It remains 
to be seen whether President Wilson 
is disposed to let capital do this act 
of supreme spoilation. 

If his opposition to Wall Street 
has been more campaign thunder than 
administrative lightning, he will bow 
to capital. If he is a man of the people, 
he will stand erect and fight. 

And if he fights we shall see 
whether the power of capital is not 
great enough to break him, whether j 
or not it is possible for the govern- j 
ment to be greater than any other : 
.force when capitalism is on a mad ; 
caTeer of wealth getting. We shall 1 
learn whether or not the government 
controls the capitalist class, or the 
capitalist class controls the govern- 1 
ment. i 

In any event labor must be prepared 
to defend its position and forge 
ahead as never before. If even the 
aggressive action promised by the or- 
ganizations of capital against labor 
is tried out, labor will have to battle 
upon a scale such as it has never 
known. It will be the time that will 
try the soul and body of the labor 
army, and when it comes thru the fire 
it will be a new nation with its old 
leaders removed or remade, a nation 
of workers : n such intimate solidarity 
that capitalistic controlled govern- 
ment will have to reckon with it, and 
a nation that will reckon with cap- 
italistically controlled government. 
Time To Rejoice. 

Capital proposes; President Wilson 
may dispose. 

But when labor sets itself to the 
task of disposing of ihe predatory 
character of capital, as set itself it 
soon must, then the outcome will be 
one to rejoice over among those who 
bear the heavy burdens of the world. 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organization — Education — Solidarity. ^ 

WILLIAM P. KRUSE - 7 . Director $ 

To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to bring: them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept.. 
•03 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



WHICH IS THE 
CHAMPION 
Y 



Y. P. S. L. SPEAKER ON TOUR. 
Robert Wark, speaking for leagues 
in Northern New York. 

A second National Lecture Tour in 
which Robert Wark, National Organ- 
izer of the Y. P. S. L. is lecturing 



CHALLENGE TO MASTER CLASS. 

The Humanitarian Cult is the name 
of a new organization that is creating 
considerable stir in the East. It is said 
to have the endorsement >pf Henry 
Ford and other moneyed men who are 
sane enough to realize that the pre- 
sent social system is a long way from 
being civilized. The Humanitarian 
Cult has flung broadcast the follow- 
ing challenge: 

"We ought to realize that nearly all 
of our social ills are due to the lack 
of 'proper social preparedness, and 
that we cannot remedy them until we 
have taken steps to lessen the strife 
between capital and labor. The best 
way to better the conditions of the 
masses is not by trying to teach or 
uplift the needy and ignorant, but by 
creating an environment that will 
make it possible for them to uplift 
themselves. To do this we must 
eradicate the root of the evil — pover- 
ty. 

We make this statement without 
any fear of contradiction, and are 
ready to prove it in public debate — 

"That almost 80 per cent of crime 
is due to poverty. 

"That almost 80 per cent of al- 
coholic excesses is due to poverty. 

"That almost 80 per cent of all dis- 
ease is due to alcoholic excesses and 
poverty. 

"That the bitter strife between cap- 
ital and labor, class hatred, greed, 
selfishness and all other kindred evils 
are directly due to poverty or man's 
fear of it. 

"Under present conditions the 
needy, the diseased, who are without 
means of support or opportunity to 
obtain employment, are forced to ap- 
ply to either public or private charity 
societies." 

We are waiting to hear whether any 
of the smug satisfied class will accept 
the challenge and debate the charges. 
We fear it will be a long wait. 



IN THIS 
COUNTRY 



Is it the biggest League? Or the smallest? 

Or is it YOURS? 
We are going to find out pretty soon. 
Watch for further particulars. 




OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Y. P. S. L. Constitutional Amendment. 

To change Art. VI. Sec. 1 to read : — 
"A National Secretary of the Young 
People's Socialist League who shall also serve 
as Director of the Young People's Department 
of the Socialist Party, shall be nominated 
by the leagues Each league shall be entitled 
to submit its nominations together witn a 
statement and evidence of the qualifications 
of their nominee, as well as a statement of 
his acceptance. The National Executive Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Party shall select 
two or more nominees who in their judge- 
ment are qualified for the position. These 
names shall be submitted to a referendum 
vote of the league membership. 
To insert Section 2: — 

"The term of office of the National Secre- 
tary shall be two years. Nominations are to 
be offered in time for election in January 
of odd-numbered years and the secretary-elect 
is to take office on the first of July follow- 
ing." 

Section is to be made Section 3, and stand 
as at present. 

Submitted by the State Federation, Y. P. 
S. L. of New York. 

Submitted in accordance with Art. VITI, 
Nat'l. Const., for the seconds of two other 
State Committees or of circles aggregating 
10 per cent of our entire membership. 

Time for seconds expires Feb. 17, 1917. 



The Journal of Commerce, a Big Biz 
daily of New York City, comments at 
length on the probable economic con- 
ditions that will prevail in Great Bri- 
tain and Germany after the war. The 
J. of C. sees nothing but a wider ex- 
pansion of government ownership in 
England, declaring that that country 
cannot turn back. "If the German Soc- 
ialists are to assume after the war 
the political power to which their 
numbers entitle them," says the J. of 
C., in referring to Germany, "the or- 
ganization of industry will proceed on 
a radically different pjan from that 
which has been heretofore accepted. 
The existing industrial organ- 
ization of Germany is an oligarchy, 
that of the near future willl be a 
democracy, possibly on the lines of 
collective or public ownership, but as- 
suredly not on the plan that brought 
Germany to the brink of a great in- 
dustrial catastrophe, and whose res- 
ults were satisfactory only to the 
money lenders, who were the real or- 
ganizers of the "cartel" (trust) sys- 
tehb, and to the coal barons and iron 
and steel monopolists who managed 
it.* 



ORGANIZATION ACTIVITY. 

Now that election work is over the leagues 
everywhere are making plans for furthering 
their own work. Organization effort is now at 
its height. 

PENNSYLVANIA is doing very well ac- 
cording to reports. Comraae Paul Michelson 
of the Rand School has been speaking at 
street meetings in Reading and Pittsburgh 
for the Yipsels. Several leagues have had some 
very successful masquerade socials. North 
Side Pittsburgh is conducting a class in Soc- 
ialism, and using the Anna Maley Band 
School leaflets. They also have the socialist 
orchestra furnish music ' for their dancing 
class. McKeesport is back in the swim again 
and is doing good work. 

CONNECTICUT. The Nutmeg state has 
not had much of a reputation so far as Yipsel 
activity goes, but the three leagues now or- 
ganized there are planning work for a state 
organization. They will need at least two 
more leagues to get under way but they say 
that that will be easy. Jack Belford, formerly 
of New York but now pushing* our work in 
New Haven is trying to make the Yankees 
come across and he says that there is going 
to be a hustling league there when Springs 
send out her flowers. 

ILLINOISy^he mid-west is not so slow 
either. Chicabo is the leader here with twelve 
leagues, one \>f them organised on Nov. 19th 
with 18 charter members. Study classes, 
lecture courses, and other educational as well 
as social events are going on continuously. 
Among our leagues are one Jewisfi, one 
Scandinavian, one Lithuanran, and we are 
now going after the Bohemians. There is 
considerable agitation here for a state organ- 
izatio and Spring will find them so organ- 
ized unless all dope is wrong. Down-state 
Decatur is holding the lead, but Peoria is 
working on her second anniversary. Galesburg 
is also doing good work and ,a league is soon 
expected at Harrisburg. \ 

INDIANA. The Hoosier Yipsels report that 
this is the busiest time since they've been 
organized. Several new leagues added to 
their list in the past few months, and all 
of them running fine social affairs, and a 
number of educational classes started. The 
monthly paper of the Soialist Party, "The 
Bulletin", jjives them a page of their own 
each month and the Yipsels make mighty 
good use, of it too. 

NEW JERSEY. The State organization is 
routing a list of five prominent speakers 
around to the various leagues of the state 
without expense to the local treasuries, the 
state footing the bill. They have also seconded 
the N. Y. proposed referendum regarding the 
election of the Y. P. S. L. National Secretary 
and his term of office. PATERSON is again 
hitting its old stride with three different 
study classes every week. They are taking up 
the Maley course on 'Eleemnts of Socialism", 
the Lee Course on "Economics" and a special 
course by a local professor who is a league 
member on "Municipal Civics". Twice a 
month they run a lecture followed by a social. 
They order and sell 30 copies of the Young 
Socialist Magazine every month, and break 
into print constantly. TRENTON is also 
doing fine work. They are conducting a study 
class under Comrade August Claessens of New 
York, one of the finest speakers and teachers 
in the movement. 

OTHER LEAGUES. Marxian Y. P. S. L. 
of Milwaukee, Wise, will give their second 
annual Entertainment and Dance at North 
Side Auditorium on Nov. 26th. East Side 
Circle, Cleveland, reports an anniversary 
dinner in honor of Comrade Morris Winchevs- 
ky. New Haven, Conn., has reorganized with 
55 members, and ran an ultra-successful Hal- 
lowe'en affair. They are now J;he leaders in 
the state. 

HAVE YOU LOOKED about the 
house to see if that Dime Bank is not 
laying around. Do it Now. And return 
it to the office. 



„ ROBERT WARK 

for various leagues is now in progress. 
At present only the leagues in 
northern and western New York are 
included, but in the Spring the scope 
of the tour is to be extended. 

Comrade. Wark is a good speaker 
and a capable executive, this last 
being his life work. He has served the 
movement as Local Secretary and Or- 
ganizer in Buffalo, N. Y., and was one 
of the pioneers in the New York State 
Y. P. S. L. 

The subject of his lecture is "Amer- 
ica's Future — Her Youth". As an or- 
ganizer and speaker of the younger 
generation Wark should make a hit. 
By his good natured social spirit he 
has won his way into the hearts of all 
who know him. His dates are as fol^ 
lows : ~ 

Dec. 2nd — Jamestown. 

Dec. 3rd — Rochester. 

Dec. 16th — Syracuse. 

Dec. 17th — Watertown. 

They Go The Limit 

When Socialism threatens the power of the 
old party politicians they are ready to go the 
limit to defeat our candidates. This was true 
durig the election just past in New York and 
Massachusetts where the legislative districts 
from which we had chosen representatives 
were gerrymandered to comply with the hopes 
of the capitalist politicians for victory. They 
took the .strong Socialist territory from the 
district and added what they thought was 
/weak territory. In spite of this capitalist plot 
both Representative Shiplacoff, in New York, 
and Representative Morrill, in Massachusetts, 
were re-elected. Here is what the Haverhill, 
Mass., Evening Gazette has to say about 
Morrill's re-election. 

From Haverhill, Mass., Evening Gazette. 

Morrill Defeats Aim To Oust Him. 

The stirring feature locally of elec- 
tion day of 1916, was the re-election 
of Socialist Charles H. Morrill in the 
"gerrymandered" fourth Essex re- 
presentative district, as it has been 
called. Mr. Morrill already has had a 
few years at the state house and his 
re-election with a total of 2239 in the 
new district, constructed it has been 
alleged, for the specific purpose of 
chasing him out of the legislative 
halls of Beacon Hill is with a lead of 
433 over Ex-Scnator Arthur L. Nason, 
Republican, who goes as the second 
man in this double district. Hats gen- 
erally are doffed to Mr. Morrill today, 
however, as the real hero of the 1916 
election day and some are so cruel 
as to shy a word of criticism at 
Moody Kimball of the county commis- 
sioners who "fixed up" the new dis- 
trict to get Charlie Morrill's political 
"Nannie", according to allegations of 
the political solomons. A year ago 
Morrill won by 406 in the old fourth 
district and as he beat this total this 
year it's "Good Morning Charlie, I 
told you so," all along the line today. 
Morrill Jubilant Over. Outcome. 

Representative Charles H. Morrill, 
who was high man in the new fourth 
Essex district and returns to Beacon 
hill for his eight consecutive term, 
points to the fact that his pre-election 
claims were borne out in almost every 
detail. 

"I am very grateful for this endor- 
sement of . my record," said Repre- 
sentative Morrill," and I am also 
gratified that my prediction that the 
American spirit of fair play would 
come true. 



Schools For Democracy 

In the election that resulted in making 
Comrade Thomas H. Van Lear, Socialist 
mayor of Minneapolis, Minn., Comrade Lynn 
Thompson was also elected to the school 
board. The School Board Platform of the 
Minneapolis Socialist Party, in this campaign, 
which was headed "Democracy in Education — 
Education for Democracy" was its follows : 

DEMOCRACY IN EDUCATION — 
EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY. 

WE BELIEVE in democracy, 
and in the schools as the chief 
agency of democracy. 
We believe that the schools have 
failed of their fullest attainment be- 
cause of undemocratic administration, 
adherence to tradition, and lack of 
responsiveness to the needs of the 
community. 

We believe that the best interests 
of the schools and of the people 
demand an intimate contact and ef- 
fective co-operation between the 
teachers and the ether workers of 
the community upon whom the future 
of the democracy must depend, and 
that such contact and co-operation 
can best be secured thru an increased 
voice in tho affairs of the schools on 
the part of the teachers. 

To the end that these ideals may 
be realized in a measure, at least, We 
demand: 

1. IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
PUPIL. 1. That funds be appropriat- 
ed for the erection of new school 
buildings to provide every child dec- 
ent accomodations in a full-time class, 
and do away with the part time, the 
double session, or the duplicate 
school. 

2. That the system of medical in- 
spection be thoroly reorganized to 
serve the children and not the medical 
profession, and to include at least offe 
free clinic for each high school dis- 
trict, to be conducted in connection 
with the high school gymnasium or 
physical training department, the cost 
to be borne by the city. 

3. That the compulsory attendance 
of children under sixteen be rigidly 
enforced; that where economic pres- 
sure prevents, free maintenance be 
extended; and that free and penny 
lunches be provided for in all schools 
according to needs, and that the 
children needing such assistance be 
adequately protected from the stigma 
of charity. 

4. That industrial relations and co- 
operative bargaining be taught as a 
part of all vocational and industrial 
courses. 

5. That free text books and supplies- 
be furnished in all the schools, and 
these to be furnished from a munici- 
pal printing plant, as is now in use 
by the United States government, to 
eliminate the book trust graft. 

II. IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
TEACHERS. 1. That the teachers 
enjoy the freest opportunity for or- 
ganization for the advancement of 
scholastic and professional standards, 
and the betterment of their social and 
economic conditions, now almost 
universally accorded all other work- 
ers. Servility breeds servility. If the 
schools are to produce free, unafraid 
men and women, the teachers must 
live and work in an atmosphere of 
freedom and self-respect. 

2. That the conditions and com- 
pensation of teacherr. be such as will 
allow them to offer themselves most 
freely for the good of the schools. 

3. That the teachers, who come in 
intimate contact with the children and 
who carry on the real work of edu- 
cation, be given greater voice in the 
management of the schools, and to 
that end be represented on the admin- 
istration staff of the schools. 

III. IN THE INTEREST OF THE 
PUBLIC. 1. That adequate provisions 
in the way of night school, summer 
schools, and continuation schools be 
made to accomodate all people desir- 
ing elementary or high school in- 
struction. 

2. That every recreation and com- 
munity center be developed to the 
fullest capacity, and that every 
school in the city be provided ade- 
quate playground facilities, so that 
after-school athletics for boys and 
girls will become a regular part of 
our educational system under com- 
petent directors maintained by the 
city. 

3. That janitors be paid a minimum 
of $85 a month and the engineers a 
minimum of $100 a month, and all 
other employes on the basis of union 
wages. 

4. That a children's saving system, 
extending thru the high school be 
established, the funds to be used in 
developing the schools, instead of, as 
now, furnishing free funds for a 
private banking institution. 

IV. SCHOOL BOARD. 1. That all 
work on school buildings shall be done 
by day labor at the prevailing scale 
of union wages, and that no contract 
shall be let for the construction of 
any school building, but built under 
the supervision of the school board, 
by day labor. 

2. We do not believe, that militar- 
ism in any form should ''be encouraged 
or that units for the practice of mil- 
itary tactics should be established in 
the schools for the training of stu- 
dents in the arts of warfare. 



SEEK TOM SMOCK. 
Mrs. M. Bruner, Box 507, Metro- 
polis, 111., would like to learn the 
whereabouts of her cousin, Tom 
Smock, who has not been heard from 
for 20 months. She writes that it is 
very important that he be found im- 
mediately. 

"America First" is the motto of 
business men. In other wordjg, "Ex- 
ploit America First; then seek for- 
eign markets." 



SOCIALISM. 

The late Governor Altgeld, of. 
Chicago, whose monument now stands 
in Lincoln Park, Chicago, by the side 
of Lincoln, as one of the great men 
of the world, in the World's Famous 
Orations, Vol. 10, says: "Socialism has 
been denned as a system of govern- 
ment in which the competitive system 
has been entirely abolished and the 
principle of associated effort is ap<- 
plied to everything. According to the 
standard authorities, Socialism is an 
ideal state founded on justice and in 
which the benefits of modern inven- 
tions and of monopoly shall be shared 
by all the people instead of* being 
controlled by the few and. used by 
these few to make themselves the 
absolute masters of the many. The 
word 'Socialism' is used as a term of 
derision only by the ignorant or the 
servile." 



Since election the New York Tri- 
bune comes to bat with this editorial 
statement: "The East is ripe for poli- 
tical revolt. Both political parties are 
deard. They are things without honor 
and without appeal to millions of men 
and women." That makes it unanim- 
ous. We have known for a long time 
that this was the case and now such 
a staunch old party supporter as The 
Tribune admits it. 



